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ADVERTISEMENT, 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


E Spirit of Virtu? and Mo- 
rality, which breaths in this an- 
cient piece of Eafter: I Hruction, its 
force and conciſeneſs, and the hopes 
that it may do good, hade prevailed 
with the perſon to whom it was ſent, 
to communicate to the public at 
was tranſlated only for his particular 
amuſement. There are ſome reaſons 
which at preſent make it proper to con- 
ceal the name of bis correſpondent ; <uho 
bas naa rejided in China ſeveral 
jears, aud been engaged in a buſmeſs 
very different from that of collecting 
A 2 literary 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


literary curioſities. Theſe reaſons 
ewill not ſ bjift lng; and, as be ſeems 
to inlimate a deſign, on bis return 10 
England, of publiſiing an entire 
tranjiation of (ao tſau's whole jour- 
ney, the public will then, in all pro- 
bability, have an opportunity of being 
ſatisfied conceraing any particulars 
awhich they may be curious to know, 
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PREFACE 


P REF AC 


TO THE 
EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 


Perkin, May, 12, 1749. 
MY LORD, 


I N the lajt Letter which I had the 

honour of writing to your Lordſhip, 
dated Dec. 23, 1748, I think I con- 
cluded all I bad to ſay, in regard to the 
topography and natural hiflory of this 
great empire. ] purpoſe in this, and 
ſome ſucceeding ones, to have ſet down 
ſuch obſervations as I have been able 
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to make on the Iawvs, government, re. 
ligion, and manners of the people, 
But a remarkable occurrence has hap. 
pened lately, which engroſſes, the con- 
verſation of the literati here; and may 
hereafter, perhaps, afford matter of 
ſpeculation to the learned in Europe, 
As it is of a nature which, I know, 
ewill furniſh ſome entertainment 10 
your Lordſhip, Iwillendeawour to give 
you as dliſtincdt and particular an ac. 
count of it, as I have been able 10 
obtain 

Adjoimng to China on the Meſt, is 
the large country of Thibet, called by 
ſome Barantola. In a province of that 
country, named Laſa, reſides the grand 
Lama, or high-prieft, of theſe idolaters; 
<who ig reverencedy and even adored 
as a god, by moſt of the neighbouring 
nations. The high opinion which it 
entertained of his facred character; in- 
duces prodigious numbers of religious 
people to reſort to Laſa, to pay their 


ſents, 


homage 10 him, and to give bim pre- 


8 , Wd . ͤ ↄ / % oc ˙1]] . acc .c.. 
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ſents, in order to receive his bleſſing. 
His reſidence is in a moſt magnificent 


2. agod, or temple, built on the top of 
60 , 

le, 10 mountain Poutala. The foot of this 

P- mountain, and even the whole deſtrict 


of Laſa, is inhabited by an incredible 
number of Lamas, of different ranks 
and orders, ſeveral of whom have 
very grand . erected to their ho- 
nour, in which they recetve a kind of 
inferior worſhip. The while country, 
like Italy, abounds <with prieſts; and 
they emtirely ſubjift on the great number 
of rich preſents, which are ſent them 
rom the utmoſt extent of Tartary, from 
the empire of the Great Mogul, and 
from almoſt all parts of the Ea. 
When the grand Lama receives the 
adorations of the people, he is raiſed 
on a magnificent altar, and fits croſs+ 
leg d upon a ſplendid cuſhion : bis 


ing worſhippers proſtrate themſelves before 
„b in the bunte and moft avjedt 
* manner ; but he returns not the leaf 


gn of reſpect, or ever ſpeals, even 
io 


——— — 
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to the greatefl princes ; he only lay. 
his hand upon their heads, and they 
are fully perſuaded, that they receive 
From thence a full forgiveneſs of all 
therr fins. They are likewiſe ſo ex- 
travagant ' as to imagine, that be 
knows all things, even the ſecrets of 
the heart ; and his particular diſciples, 
being a ſeleft number of about tau 
hundred of the moft eminent Lamas 
have the addreſs to make the peopl, 
believe he is immortal; and that, 
whenever be appears to die, he out 
changes his place of abode, and ani. 
mates a new body. 

The learned in china lame long been 
of opinion, that in the archieves of this 
grand temple, ſome very ancient books 
have for many ages been concealed : 
and the preſent emperor, who is very 
curious in ſearching after the writings 
of aneh, became at length ſo fully 
convinced of the probability of this pi. 
nion, that he determined to try whether 


any diſcrvery of this ſort could be * 
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Jo this end, bis firft care was to 
out a perſon eminently ſeilful in the 
mcient languages and characters. He 

t length pitched upon one of the Hanſ- 
lins, or doctors of the firft order, whoſe 
name was Cao-tſou, a man about fift 
wears of age, of a grave and noble 
aſpeft, of great eloquence, and who, 
an accidental friendſhip with a 

ertain learned Lama, who had refided 
many years at Peking , was become en- 
firely maſter of the language which 
he Lamas of Thibet uſed among them- 
ewes. 

With theſe qualifications he ſet for- 
ward on bis journey; and, {0 give his 
omiſſion the greater weight, the 

mperor honoured him with the title 
pf Coloa, or prime miniſter : to which 

e added a moft magniicent equipage 
and attendants ; with preſents for the 
grand Lama, and the other principal 

amas, of an — value ; alſo 4 
etter written with his daun band, in 
phe following terms; waa 

B TO 
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TO THE GREAT 


REPRESENTATIVE OF G0V, 


MOST HIGH, MOST HOLY, 


AND WORTHY TO BE ADORED! 


" 7 the Emperor of China, $1. 
= vereign of all the Sovereign 
« of the earth, in the perſon of this ou 
ce moſt reſpected Prime Miniſter Cas. 
56 t/ou, with all reverence andhumilit, 
« profirate ourſelf beneath thy ey 
« feet and impiore for our ſelf, tu 
& friends, and our empire, thy mij 
& powerful and gracious benediinm, 

& Hawing a ſirong defire to ſeari 
« into the records of antiquity, l 
*« learn and retrieve the wiſdom of i 
* ages that are paſt ; and being wth 
i 2nformed, that in the ſacred rep! 


PREFACE. X1 


t zories of thy moſt ancient and Vene- 
e rable hierarchy, there are ſome vals- 
% able books, which, from their great 
* antiquity, are become ta the gene- 
* raolity, ever of the learned, ang 
* cob olly unintelligible; in order, as 
far asinuslies, to 3 their be- 
*« ing totally loft, abe have thcugbt pro- 
© her to authorize and employ cur a 
« [earned and reſpected miniſter Car- 


GOD, 


L « tſou, in this cur preſent embaſſy to 
« thy Sublime Holtzeſs ; the bu 

1a, Hi. « of which is to deſire, that he may 
ereigui permitted to read and examine the 
this uuf ald curitiugt; ae expreting, from 
r C © bis great and uncommon ſttili in the 
umiliiii ancient languages, that he will be 
mY © able to interpret whatever may be 
lf, in, though of the bighefl axd 
by my © mf obſcure antiquity. And we 
142100. 8 © hav commanded him to throw him. 
ſear /e at thy feet, wvith. ſuch tefti- 
wity, ( monies of our reſpe&, as, aue truft, 
m of ill procure him the admittance we 
ag wi re. | | 
{ repoſ. B 2 i wot 
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I will not detain your Lordſhip with | 
any particulars of his journey, though 
be hath publiſbed a lame account of it, 
abounding with many ſurprijing rela. 
tions: and which, at my return 1 
England, I may probably tranſlate and 
publiſh entire. Let it ſuffice at pre. 
ſent, that, when be arrived in thej 
ſacred territories, the magmficence of 
bis appearance, and the richneſs of bu 
preſents, failed not to gain hun a ready 
adn:fſiin. He had apartments ap- 
pointed him in the ſacred college, and 
vas aſſiſted in his inquiries by one of 
the moſt learned Lamas. He conti- 
nued there near fix months : during 
awhich time he had the ſatisfaFfiun of 
finding many valuable pieces of anti. 
quity; from fome "of which he bath 
made very curious extratts, and hath 
formed ſuch probable cunjectures cen. 
cerning their authors, and the time 
auberein they were Written, as prove! 
him to be a man of great judgement and 
penetration, as well as moſt extenſiv 

reading. 
5 But 
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But the moſt ancient piece he hath 
diſcovered, and which none of the La- 
mas for many ages had been able to in- 
lerpret or underfland, is a * tem 
of morality, dritten in the language 
ard charafter of the ancient Gymng- 
fophifts or Bramins; but by what par- 
ticular perſon, or in what time, he does 
not pretend to determine. This piece, 
bowwewer, be wwhely trarflated; theugh, 
as he himſelf confeſſes, «with an utter 
incapacity of reaching, in the Chineſe 
language, the ſtrengih and ſubliruty of 
the original. The judgements and opi- 
ions of the Bonzees, and the learned 
Doclors, are very much divided con- 
cerning it. Theſe ⁊ubo admire it moſſ 
highly, are very fond of aitributing it 
to Confucius, 2 own great philoſo- 
pher ; and get over the difficulty of its 
being written in the language and cha- 
rafter of the ancient Bramins, by ſup- 
poſing this to be only a tranſlation, 
and ihat the original work of Confuctus 
1 %. Some will have it to be the 

B 3 inſlitutes 


* of Lao Kiun, another Chiuscſe 
philoſopher, contemporary with Conjy. 
cas, and founder of the ſed? Tac. e 
but theſe labour under the ſame dif. 
eulty in regard to the language, with 
e <vho attribute it to Confucius, 

ere are others, aubo, from ſome par. 
ticular marks and ſentiments hich 
the; fond in it, ſuppoſe it to be written 
by the Bramin Dandamis, whoſe famou; 
ter to Alexander the Great is recorded 

by the European writers. With thejt 

' Cao-tfhu bimjeif ſeems moſt inclined ty 
agree ; at leaji ſo far as to think, that 
it z really the work of ſome ancient 
Bramin ; being fully perſuaded, from 
the ſpirit with which it is written, 
that it is u0 tranſlution. One thing 
bowewer occaſions ſome doubt amongſt 
them, aud that is the plan of it ; which 
it ewul:rely new to the Eaftern people, 
and fo wilite any thing they have ever 
ſecn, that, if it was not for ſome turns 
of expreſſion peculiar to ihe Eaft, and 
the iin palſibiliiy of accounting * its 
eng 
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being auritlen in this very ancient lan- 
guage, many would ſuppoſe it to be 
the work of an European. But who- 
ever vas the writer of it, the great noiſe 
which it makes in this city, and all over 
the empire, the eagerneſs with which 
it is read by all kinds of people, and the 
high encomiums which are given to it 
by fome, at length determined me ta 
attempt a tranſlation of it into Engliſh ; 
eſpecially as I was perſuaded it would 
be an agreeable preſent to your Lord- 
ſbid. And I ae the more eaſily in- 
duced to make this trial, as very bap- 
pily for me, you cannot judge how far 
[ bawe fallen ſhort of the original, ar- 
even of the Chineſe tranſlation. One 
thing however, it may perhaps be ne- 
ceſſary to apologix- for, at leaſt to gie 
ome account of ; and that is, the flyle 
ard manner in which I have trunſlated 
it. I can afſure your Lordſhip, that 
when I firſt ſat down to the work, I 
bad not the leaſt intention of doing 
il in this way ; but the ſublime mau- 

B& ner 
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ner of thinking which appeared in th | 

Introdudien, the great energy of ex. 
preſſion, and the fhortneſs of the ſen- 
fences, naturally led me into this kind 
Vile: and I hepe the hawing ſo el. 
gant a pattern to form mes upon, as 
our wer/ion of the book of Job, the 


Pjalms, the works of Solomon, and the 
rophcts, hath been of ſame advantage 
to my traaflation. 

Such as it is, if it affords your Lord. 
Ship any entertainment, 1 bail think 
myſelf extremely happy; and in my 
next will reſume my account of this 


people and their empire, 
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* 
INTRODUCTION. 


bo down your heads unta the 
D duſt, O ye inhabitants of the earth! 

e flent, and receive, with reverence, 
yſtrucl ion from on high. 
Whereſoever the fun doth Hine, 
kereſoever the wind doth blow, 
vhereſoever there is an ear to hear and 
mind to conceive : there let the pres 
ets of life be made known, let the max- 
xs of truth be honour d and obeęy d. 

All things proceed from God. His 
ober is unbounded, his auiſdom ts 
rom eternity ; and bis goodneſs endu- 
eth for ever. 

He fitteth on his throne in the centre, 
nd the breath of his mouth giveth life 
o the world. 

He toucheth the ſtars with his finger, 
and they run their courſe rejoicing. 
Onthe wings of the wind be walketh 
abroad, and performeth his wwill thro" 
ul the regions of unlimited ſpace. 

Order, and grace, and beauty, ſpring 
rem his hand. 


Te voice of 4riſdom ſpeaketh in 2 
ä 17 


/ 


RO 
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his works ; but the human undorflas] 
ing comprehendeth it not. 

The ſhadow of knowledge paſuj 
over the mind of a man as a dream: | 
ſeeth as in the dark ; he reaſoneth a 
is decerved. 

But the wiſdom of God is as th 
light of heaven: be reaſoneth mt : | 
mind is the fountain of truth. 

Juſtice and mercy wait before l 
throne ; benevolence and lowe enligi 
en his countenance for ever. 

Who is like unto the Lord in glin 
Who in power ſhall contend with th 
Almighty ? hath he any equal ia wi 
dom can any in goodneſs be compar, 
unto him? 

He it is, O man, who hath crea: 
thee; thy flation on earth is fixed 
his appointment : the powers of th 
mind are the gifts of his goodneſs ; i! 
<wonders of thy frame are the work 
his hand. 

Hear then his voice, for it is git 
cious; and be that obeyeth, fhall of 
bliſh his ſuut in peace, 


il 


Dy 


Til 
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BOOK 1. 
Duties that relate to Man, con d as an 
Tad: b , p/idere 


. 
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bare 
CHAP, 1. 
eait CONSIDERATION. 
ed 
| — —  _— 


OMMUNE with thyſelf, O 
man; and conſider wherefore thou 
wert made, | | 
Contemplate thy powers, contem- 
plate thy wants and thy — 
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fo ſhalt thou diſcover the duties of lik, 
and be directed in all thy ways. 

Proceed not to ſpeck or to act, before 
thou haſt weighed thy words, and ex. 
amined the tendency of every ſtep thou 
ſhalt take: ſo ſhall diſgrace fly far from 
thee, and in thy houſe ſhame ſhall be 
a ſtranger : repentance ſhall not viſt 
thee, nor ſorrow dwell upon thy cheek, 

The thoughtleſs man bridleth not his 
tongue, he ſpeaketh at random, and is 
entangled in the fooliſhneſs of his own 
Weds. 

As one that runneth in haſte, and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into: 
pit which he doth not ſee; ſo is the 
man thot plungeth ſuddenly into any 
action, before he hath conſidered the 
conſequences thereof. 

Hearken therefore unto the voice of 
Conſideration ; her words are the words 
of wiſdom ; and her paths ſhall lead 


CHAN. 
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CHAP, II. 


MODESTY., 


HO art thou, O man, that pre- 
ſumelt on thine own wiſdom ? 
or why dolt thou vaunt thyſelf on thine 
own acquirements ? 

The firſt ſtep towards being wile, is 
to know that thou art ignorant; and if 
thou woul| be eſteemed in the judg- 
ment of others, caſt off the folly of 


n <<ming wife in thine own conceit. 

* As a Pn garment belt adorneth a 
the beautifu  oman, ſo a decent behavi- 
m Wh is the greateſt ornament of wiſdom. 
the The {ſpeech of a modeſt man giveth 


luſtre to truth; and the diffidence of 


bis words excuſech his error. 
os He relieth not on his on wiſdom ;; 
cad be weigheth the counſels of a friend, 


and receiveth the benefit thereof. | 
He turneth away his ear from his own 
praiſe, and believeth it not: he is the 
alt in diſcovering his own perfections. 
C Vet 
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Yet, as a vail added to beauty, 
are his virtues ſet off by the ſhak 
which his modeſty caſt upon them, 

But behold the vain man, and ch. 
ſerve the arrogant; he cloatheth hin. 
ſelf in rich attire, he walketh in th 
public ſtreet, he cafieth round his ext 
and courteth obſervation. 

He toſſeth up his head, and ort. 
looketh the poor; he treateth his ink. 
riors with inſolence, and his ſuperia 
in return look down on his pride 2 
folly with laughter, 

He deſpiſeth the judgement of othen; 
he relieth on his own opinion, andi 
confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity 
his imagination; his delight is to ha 
and to ſpeak of himſelf all the dh 
long, | 
He ſwalloweth with greedineſs h 
own praiſe ; and the flatterer in retu 
eateth him up. 


ch 
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14G 

; CHAP. 111, 

cb. 

um. APPLICATION. 


INCE the days that are paſt are 
gone for ever, and thoſe that are 
o come may not come to thee ; it be- 
oveth thee, O man, to employ the 
preſent time, without regretting the 
ols of that which is paſt, or too much 
epending on that which is to come. 
This inſtant is thine ; the next is in 
he womb of futurity, and thou know- 
| not what it may bring forth. 
Whatloever thou reſolveſt to do, do 
t quickly; defer not till the evening 
hat the morning may accompliſh, * 
Icdleneſs is the parent of want and of 
ain; but the labour of vi tue bring- 
h forth pleaſure, | 
The hand of diligence defeateth 
ant; proſperity and ſucceſs are the 
duſtrious man's attendants, MM, 
C2 Whe 
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Who is he that hath acquir:d wealth, 
that hath ariſen to porver, that hath 
cloathed himſelf with honour, chat is 
ſpoken of in the city with praiſc, and 


that ſtandeth before the ging im tus 


cuuncil? even he that hath ſhut out 
Idiencis from his houte ; and hach fad 
unto Slotu, Thou art mine enemy. 
He ;1tieth up cal, and licth down 
late; be exerci{-iii s mind with con- 
templatiou aud his body with action; 
and preierveth the heaith of both. 

The ſlothful man is a buithen to 
himſ{c}f , his hours hang heavy on his 
hands; he loitereth about; and know- 
eth not hat he would do. 

His days paſs away like the ſhadow 
of a cloud; and he leaveth behind hin 
no mark for remembrance. 

His body is diſeaſed for want of ex- 
ercile ; he wiſhes for action; but hath 
no p wer to move. His mind is i 
darkneſs: his thoughts are confuled: 
he len geth for knowledge, but hath no 


application. He would eat of the 3. 
mond, 
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mond but hatcth the trouble of break- 
ing the ſhell. 

His houle is in diſorder ; his ſervants 
are waſtcful and riotous ; and he run- 
neth on towards ruin; he ſecth it with 
his eyes; he heareth it with his ears; 
he ſhaketh his head, and wiſheth; but 
hath no refolution, till ruin cometh 
upon him like a whirlwind ; and ſhame 
and repentance deſcend witiz him to 
the grave. 


CHAP. Iv. 


EMULATION 


F thy foul thirſteth for honour, if 
thy ear hath any pleaſure in the 
voice of praiſe, raiſe thyſelf trom the 
duſt whereof thou art made, and exalt 
thy aim to ſomething that is praiſe- 


worthy. . 
. C 3 The 
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The examples of eminent men are in 
his viſions by night; and his delight is 
to follow them all the day long. 

He formeth great deſigns: he re- 
Joiceth in the execution thereof; and 
his name gocth forth to the ends of the 
world. 

But the heart of the envious man is 
gall and bitterneſs ; his tongue ſpitteth 
venom : the ſuccets of his nei ghbour 
breaketh his reſt. 

He litteth in his cell repining ; and 
the good that happeneth to another, is 
to him an evil, 

Hatred and malice feed upon his 
heart; and there is no reſt in him. 

He feeleth in his own breait no love 
of goodneſs; and therefore he believeth 
his neighbour is like unto himſelt. 

He endeavours to depreciate thoſe 
who excel him; and putteth an evil 
interpretation on all their doings. 

He lieth on the watch, and meditates 
miſchief : but the dete ſtation of man 
purſueth him ; he is cruſhed as a ſpider 
in his own web, | 

The 
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The oak that now ſpreadeth its 


branches towards the heavens, was 
once but an acorn in the bowels of the 
earth, 

Endeavour to be firſt in thy calling, 
whatever it be; neither let any one go 
before thee in well-doing ; neverthe- 
els, do not envy the merits of another, 
but improve thine own talents. 

corn alle to depreſs thy competitor 
by diſioneit or unworthy methods; 
trive to raile thylelf above him only 
by excelling hun: o tha'l thy conteſt 
for ſuperiority be crowned with ho- 
nour it no: with ſucceſs, 

By a virtuous emulation the ſpirit of 
man is exalted within him; he panteth 
after fame, nd rejoiceth as a racer to 
run his cc urſe. 

He 1ileth like tue palm- tree in ſpite 
of oppreſſion; and, as an eagle in the 
firmament oi heaven, he ſoareth aloft, 
and fixeth his eye upon the glories of 
the ſun, 

C 4 CHAP, 
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CHAP. v. 
* PRUDENCE., 


EAR the words of Prudence; 

g've heed unto her counſels, and 
ſtore them in thine heart. Her max. 
ims are univerſal, and all the Vir uies 
lean upon her; ; ſhe is the guide, and 
the miit:<.s of human lite, 

Fut a briale on thy tongue; ſet 2 
guide before thy lips; teſt the words df 
thine on mouth deitroy thy peace. 

Let him that ſcoffeth at the lame, 
take care that he halt not himielf; 
whoſoever ſpea eth of another's fail- 
ings with pleaſure, ſhall hear of his 
own with ſiame. 

Of much ſpeaking co:neth repent- 
ance ; but in ſilence is ſafety. 

A talkative man is a nuiſance to ſo- 
cieiy ; the ear is ſick of his babbling; 
the torrent of his words overwhelmeth 
converſation. 

Boa 
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Boaſt not of thyſelf, for it ſhall bring 
conter p up-n thee; neither deride 
another fo it is dangerous. 

A ber jeſt is the poiſon of friend- 
ſhip; and he who reſtrains not his 
tongue, ſhall live in trouble. 

Furnifh thyielt with the accommo- 
dations proper to thy condition: yet 
ſpend not to the utmoſt of what thou 
canit afford, that the providerice of thy 
youth may be a comfort in thy old age. 

Avarice is the parent of evil deeds ; 
but frugality is the ſure guardian of 
our virtues, 

Let thine own bufineis engage thy 
attentiqn ; leave the care of the ſtate to 
the governors thereof, 

Let not thy recreations be expen- 
ive ; left the pain of pu: chaſing them 
exceed the pleaſure thou haſt in their 
enjoyment, 

Neither let proſperity put out the 
eyes ot circumſpection, nor abundance 

ut off the hands of ſrugality: he that 
too much indulgeth in the AY 
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of life, ſhall Ive to lament the want d 
its neceſſaries. 

T ruſt no man before thou haſt tried 
him: yet miſtruit not without reaſon; 
it is uncharitable, 

But when thou haſt proved a man to 
be honeft, lock hun up in thine heart 
as a treaſure z regard him as a jewel df 
inelt:mable pr ice, 

Receive not the favours of a merce. 
nary man; or join in friendſhip wil 
the icked; they ſhall be ſnares unn 
thy virtue, and bring grief io thy foul, 

Uſe not to-duy what to-morrow maj 
want; neither jcave that to hazard 
which forcuight may provide for, c 
care prevent. 

From the experience of others 
thou learn wiſdom ; and from thei 
failinzs correct thine own faults. 

Vet expeci not cven from prudence 
infalliable fuccels ; for the day knoweth 


et 1 
en 
nh: 


The fool is not always untortunate, 
hor the wile man always ſucceſsfel: 


ye 
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et never had a fool a thorough enioy- 
ent, never was a wiſe man wholly 


nhappy. 


CHAP, vt. 
rn 


JERILS,and mis fortunes, and want, 
and pain, and injury, are the lot of 
ery man who come:h into the world, 
It behoveth tuce, therefore early to 
prtify thy mind with courage and pa- 
ence ; that thou mayeſt ſupport with 
ſoluuon thy alloted portion of cala- 
it 

As the camel beareth labour, and 
eat, and hunger, and thirit, through 
clerts of land, and fainteth not: ſo a 
an of tor itude {all tuitain his virtue 

rough perils, and diſtreſs. | 
A no- 
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A noble ſpirit dif{{aineth the mala 
of fortune : his greatneſs of foul is 
to be caſt down. 
His happineſs dependeth not on he 
ſmiles, aud there@re with her frown 
he ſhall not bed yed. 
As a rock in the ſea he ſtandeth ſim 
and the dathing of the waves diſturs 
eth him not. | 
He raiſeth his head like a tower a 
an hill; and the arrows of fortune dra 
at his feet. | 
In the inſtant of danger, the cour 
of his heart ſuſtaineth him; and u 
ſteadineſs ot his mind beareth him ou 
He meeteth the evils of life as a m 
that gocth forth unto battle, and u 
turneth with victory in his hand. 
Under the preſſure of misforturs 
his calmneſs alleviates their weight; 
and by his conſtancy he ſhall ſurmoun 
them. | 
But the daſtardly ſpirit of a timo. 
ous man betrayeth him to ſhame, 
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By ſhrinking under poverty, he ſtoop- 
h down to meanneis; and by tamely 
earing inſults, he inviteth injuries. 

As a red 1s haken with the breath 
f the air, ſo the ſhAdow of evil maketh 
m tr«mble. 

In the hour of danger, he is em- 
wralicd and confounded, in the day 
t m:stortune he ſinketh, and deſpair 
verwhelmeth his foul, 


CHAP. VII, 
CONTENTMENT. 


ORGET not, O man, that thy ſta- 

T tion on earth is appointed by the 

viſdom of the Eternal; who knoweth 

hy heart; and ſceth the vanity of all 

hy wiſhes ; and who often in mercy 
lemeth thy requeſts. 

Yet 
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Vet for all reaſonable deſires, for 
honeſt endeavours, his benevolencehat 
eſtabliſhed, in the nature of things, ; 
probability of ſucceſs. 

The uncaſineſs thou feeleft, the mi. 
fortunes thou bewai'ett 3 bchold th 
root from whence they ſpring, era 
thine own folly, thine own pride, thin 
own diſtempered fancy. 

Murmur not therefore at the diſpe, 
ſations f God; but correct thine our 
heart; neither ſay within thyſelf, If| 
had wealth, power, or leiſure, I ihoul 
be happy; {##aknow, they all bring 
their ſeveral ,pcficflors their pecula 
inconveniencies. 

The poor man ſeeth not the vers 
tions and anxieties of the rich; he fel. 
eth not the aimculties and perpiexitt 
of power; neither xnoweth he the wet 
riſomneſs of leiſure; and therefore i 
is that he repineth at his on lot. 

But envy not the appearance of hap 
pineſs in any man; tor thou knowet 
not his ſecret griefs. , 

0 
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To be ſatisfied witii a little, is the 
eateſt willom ; and he who increaſe 
h his riche>, increaſeth his cares; but 
contented mind is a hidden treaſure, 
dd a guard from troulie, 

Yet, if thou ſuffereſt not the blan- 
ſuments of thy fortunes to rob thee 
juſtice, or temperance, or charity, or 
odelty, even riches themſelves ſhall 
t make thee unhappy. 

But hence ſhalt thou learn, that the 
p of felicity, pure and unmixed, is 
no means a draught for mortal man. 
Virtue is the race which God hath 
him to run, and happineſs the goal; 
hich none can arrive at, *ti]] he hath 
iſhed his courle, and received his 
own in the manſions of eternity, 


- 
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CHAP. VIII. 
TEMPERANCE., 


HE neareſt approach thou cant 

make to happineſs on this ſide th 
grave, 1s to enjoy from heaven health 
wiſdom, and peace of mind. 

Theſe bleſſings, if thou poſſeſſeſt, an 
wouldit preſerve to old age, avoid th 
allurements of Voluptuouſneſs, and fy 
from her temptations. 

When ſhe ipreadeth her delicacies a 
the board, when her wine ſparkleth i 
the cup, when ſhe ſmileth upon thee 
and perſuadeth thee to be joyful ani 
happy; then is the hour of danger, tha 
let reaſen ſtand firmly on her guard. 

For, if thou hearkeneſt unto th 
words of her adverſary, thou art de. 
ceived, and betrayed. | 

The joy which ſhe promiſeth, chang« 


eth to madneſs 3 and her enjoyment 


lead on to diſeaſes and death. 
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Look round ker board, caſt thineeyes 
pon her gueſts and obſerve ** who 
ave bcen allured by her ſmiles, who 
ave liſtened to her temptations. 

Are they not meagre ? are they not 
ickly ? are they not ſpiritleſs? 

Their ſhort hours of jollity and riot 
re followed by tedious days of pain 
ind defection ; ſhe hath debauch'd and 
þall'd their appetites, that they bave 
ow no reliſh for her niceſt daint'es: 
er votaries are bheccme her v:Q..;ns's 
he juſt and natural conſequence whic' . 
Jod hath e ain'd, in the conſtitution 
f things, for the puniſhment of thoſe, 
ho abuſe his gifts. 

But, who is ſhe, that with graceful 
teps, and with a lively air, trips over 
onder plain? 

The roſe bluſheth on her cheeks; 
he ſweetneſs of the morning breathetn 
rom her lips; joy, tempered with in- 
ocence and modeſty, ſparxleth in her 
yes; and from the checrtulnets of her 
eart, ſhe ſingeth as ſhe walks, 

D 


— 


- --—» 


42 PCONOMY OF 


Her, name is Health; ſhe is th 
daughtervof Exerciſe, who begot her ſr 
upon "Temperance ; their ſons inhab 10 

tlie mountains that ſtretch over th 
northern regions of San Ton Hoe. be 
They are brave, active, and |ively WF in 

and partake of all the beauti:s and yr. 
tunes of their ſiſter, ol 
Vigour ſtrin eth their nerves ; ftreng4 :e. 

q velleth in their bones: and labour i 
theix delight all the day long. ca 
The employments oſ their father e.. 
cite their appetites, and the repaſts IN it 
their mother refreſh them. W. 
To combat the paſſions is their d be. 
light; to conquer evil habits, their gin e 
Ther pleaſures are moderate, ard 
therefore they endure; their repole i th 
ſhort, but found and undiſturbed. the 
Their blood is pure, their minds if: 
ſerene; and the phyſician knoweth it! 
the way to their habitations. bir 
But faſety dwelleth not with theory | 
of men, neither is ſecurity found wil wa 

iu their gates. 
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Behold them expoſed to new dangers 


ſrom without, while a traitor withza® 
lurketh to betray them. . 

Their health, their ſtrength, their 
beauty and activity, have raiſed deſire 
in the boſon of laſcivious Love. 

She ſtandetli in her bower, ſhe court= 
eth their regard, ſhe ipreadeth her 
temptit ne, 

Her limbs are ſoft, her hair is deli- 
cate, her attire is loole: Wantonneſs 
lpeaketh in her eyes, and on her bulom 
ſus Temptation: the beckoneth them 
with her finger: ſhe woveth them with 
her looks; and by the ſmoothneſs of 
her tongue ſhe enavcureth to deceive. 

Anh! fly from her allurement; ſtop 
thine cars to her enchanting words, If 
thou meetelt the languiſhing of her eyes, 
if thou heareſt the ſoftneſs ot her voice, 
if the caſteth her arxms about thee, ſhe 
bindeth thee in chains for ever. . 

Shame fulloweth, and diſeaſe, and 
want, and care, and r-pentance, 

D 2 Enfeeb- 
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Enfeebled by — * with Lux. 

pamper'd, and ſoftened by Sloth, 
—— ſhall forſake thy limbs, and 
health thy conſtitution ; thy days ſbal 
be few, and thoſe inglorious; thy 
griefs ſhall be many, yet meet with ry 


compaſſion, 


— 
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poor and 
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BOOK II. 
THE PASSIONS, 
—— 


CHAP. I. 


HOP E and rp EAR. 


HE promiſes of Hope, are ſweeter 


.than roſes in the bud, and far 
more flattering to expectation z but the 
threatnings of fear are a terror to the 
heart. 

Nevertheleſs, let not Hope allure, 
nor Fear deter thee from doing that 
which is right; ſo ſhalt thou be pre- 
pared to meet all events with an equal 
mind. | 

The terrors of death are no terrors to 
the good: reſtrain thy hand from evil, 
and thy foul ſhall have nothing to fear. 

D 3 In 


46 ECONOMY or 


In all thy undertakings let a reaſon. 
able aſſurance animate thy endeavours; 
if thou deſpaireſt of ſucceſs, thou ſhalt 
not ſucceed. : 
Terrify not thy ſoul with vain fears; 
neither let thy heart ſink within thee 
from the phantoms of imagination, 
From Fear proceedeth misfortune; 
but he that hopeth, helpeth himſelf, 
As the oftrich, when purſued, hideth 
his head, but forgetteth his body; { 
the fears of a coward expole him to 
danger. 
If thou believeſt a thing impoſſible, 
thy deſpondency ſhall make it fo ; but 
be that perſevereth, ſhall overcome all 
diſficulties. 
A vain hope flattereth the heart of 
2 fool ; but he that is wiſe, purſueth it 
Dot. 
In all thy deſires Jet reaſon go before 
thee; and fix not thy Hopes beyond 
the bounds of probability; ſo ſhall ſuc- 
ceſs attend thy undertakings, and thy 
heart ſhall not be vexed with dilap- 
pointments. 


CHAP, 


HUMAN LIFE, 


CHAP. II. 
10Y and GRIEF, 


ET not thy mirth be fo extrava- 
gant as to intoxicate thy mind; 
nor thy ſorrow ſo heavy, as to depreſs 
thy heart : this world uffordeth no good 
ſo tranſporting, nor inflifteth nay Fram 
ſo ſevere, as ſnould raiſe thee far above, 


or ſiak thee much beneath, the balance 
of moderation. 


Lo! yonder ſtandeth the houſe of 


Joy; it is painted on the outſide, and 
Jooketh gay; thou mayeſt know it by 
the noiſe of mirth and exultation that 
iſſueth from it. | 
The miſtreſs ſtandeth at the door, 
and calleth aloud to all that paſs by: 
the ſingeth, and ſhouteth, and laugheth 

without ceaſing. 
She inviteth them to taſte the plea- 
ſures of life; which, ſhe telleth them, 
D 4 are 
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-behold in that vale overſhadowed with 
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are no where to be found but bene 
her roof. 

But enter not thou into her gate; 
neither aſſociate thyſelf with thoſe why 
frequent her houſe, 

They call themſelves the ſons of Joy, 
they laugh and ſeem delighted ; but 
madneſs and folly are in all their do. 
ings. ES 

They are linked with miſchief hand 
in hand, and their ſteps lead down to 
evil; dangers beſet them round about, 
and the pit of deſtruction yawneth be. 
neath their feet. 

Look down on the other ſide; and 


trees, and hid from the fight of men, 
the habitation of Sorrow. 

Her boſom heaveth with ſighs ; her 
mouth is filled with Jamentation ; ſhe 
delighteth to dwell on the ſubject of 
human miſery. 

She looketh on the common acci- 


dents of life, and weepeth ; the * 
| ; 
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neſs and wickedneſs of man is the 
theme of her lips. 

All nature to her teemeth with evil; 
very object ſhe ſees, is ting'd with 
he gloom of her own mind ; and the 
-oice of complaint ſaddeneth her dwel- 
ing day and night, 

Come not near her cell ; her breath 
s contagious ; ſhe will blaſt the fruits, 
and wither the flowers, that adorn and 
weeten the garden of life. 

In avoiding the houſe of Joy, let not 
hy feet betray thee to the borders of 
lus diſmal manſion ; but purſue with 
are the middle path which ſhall lead 
hee by a gentle aſcent to the bower of 
ontentment. 

With her dwelleth peace; with her 
well ſafety aud tranquillity. She is 
heerful, but not gay; ſhe is ſerious, 
ut not grave; ſhe vieweth the joys 

d the ſorrows of lite with ſteadineſs 

d ſerenity, 

From hence, as from an eminence, 
galt thou behold the folly and the 

miſery 
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miſery of thoſe, who either, led by th 
gaity of their hearts, take up ther 
abode with the companions of jollity 
and rioteus mirth 3 or, infected by 
gloomine!s an meluinchely, ſpend al 
their days in complaining of the wor 
and calamitits of human lite. 
Thou ſhalt vie them both wit 
pry ; and the error of their ways ſhit 
deep thy feet from ſtraying. 


— 


E 


AN GER. 


S the whirlwind in its fury ten 
A eth up trees, and deformeth ti 
face of nature, or as an eartaquakei 
its convulſions overturneth cities; | 
the rage of an angry man thront 
miſchief around him: danger and d 


ſtruction wait on his hand, , 
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But conſider, and forget not thine 
vn weaknels ; ſo ſhalt thou pardon 
e failings of others. 

Indulge not thyſelf in the paſſion 
f Anger; it is whetting a ſword to 
ound thy own breaſt, or murder thy 
iend. 

If thou beareſt ſlight provocations 
ith patience, it ſhall be imputed unto 
ee for wiſdom; and if thou wipeſt 
em from thy remembrance, thy heart 
all feel reſt, thy mind ſhall not re- 
wach thee. | 

Seelt thou not, that the angry man 


Meth his underſtandin 5 ? Whilit thou 


t yet in thy ſeaſcs, let the madneſs 
f another be a leflon to thyſelf. 

Do nothing in thy paſſion 3 why wilt 
ou put to ſea in the violence of a 
orm ? 

If it be difficult to rule thine anger, 
is wiſe to prevent it : avoid therefore 
Il occaſions of falling into wrath ? or 
uvard thyſelf agaiuſt them, whenever 

hey occur. 
A 
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A fool is provoked with inſolent 
peeches; but a wiſe man laugheth 
hem to ſcorn, 

Harbour not revenge in thy breaſt; 
it will torment thy heart, and diſcolou 
its beſt inclinations. 

Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return an injury; he that 
watches for an opportunity of revenge, 
lies in wait againſt himſelf, and draw. 
eth down miſchief on his own head. 

A mild anſwer to an angry man, 
like water caſt on the fire, abateth 
his heat; and from an enemy he ſhall 
become thy friend. 

Conſider how few things are worthy 
of Anger ; and thou wilt wonder, that 
any but fools ſhould be wroth. 

In folly or weakneſs it always be- 
ginneth ; but remember, and be well 
aſſured, it ſeldom concludeth without 
repentance. 

On the heels of Folly treadeti 
zhame; at the back of Anger ſtandeti 
Remorſe. : 


CHAT, 
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CHAP, IV. 
PIT. 


S bloſſoms and flowers are ſtrewed 

upon the earth by the hand of 
Spring, as the kindneſs of Summer pro- 
duceth in perfection the bounties of 
Har veſt; ſo the ſmiles of Pity ſhed bleſ- 
ings on the children of Misfortune. 

He who pitieth another, recom- 
mendeth himſelf ; but he who is with- 
out compaſſion, deſerveth it not. 

The butcher relenteth not at the 
bleating of the lamb; neither is the 
heart of the cruel moved with diſtreſs. 

But the tears of the compaſſionate 
are ſweeter than dew-drops falling 
from roles on the boſom of the earth. 

Shut not tlline car therefore againſt 
tht cries of the poor; neither harden 
taine heart againſt the calamities of 


the innocent. 
2 When 
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When the Fatherleſs call u pon the, 


when the widow's heart is funk, ar 
ſhe imploreth thy aſſiſtance with tea 
of ſorrow ; O pity her affliction, ai; 
extend thy hand to thoſe who ha; 
none to help them. 

When thou ſcett the naked wander: 
of the ſtreet ſhivering with cold, au 
deſtitute of habitation, let bounty ope 
thine heart; let the wings ot chary 
ſhelter him from death, that thine on 
loul may live. | 

Whilſt the poor man groaneth 
the bed of ſickneſs, whilit the unf 
tunate languiſh in the horrors 6 
dungeon, or the hoary head of age! 
up a feeble eye to thee for pity ; O he 
canſt thou riot in ſupertiuous eng 
ments, regardleſs of then wants, ut 
feeling of their woes, 
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CHAP. V. 


DESIRE and LOVE. 


EWARE, young man, beware the 

B allurements of Wantonnels ; and 
t not the harlot tempt thee to her de- 
lights. 

"The madneſs of defire ſhall defeat 
is on purſuits ; from the blinòneſs of 
its rage thou ſhalt ruſh upon deitruc- 
tion. * 

Therefore, give not up thy heart ta 
her ſweet enticements: neither ſuffer 
thy ſoul to be enſlaved by her enchant- 
ing deluſions. 

The fountain of health, which muſt 
ſupply the ſtream of pleaſure, ſhall 
quickly be dried up; and every ſpring 
ct joy ſhall be exhauſted. 

ln the prime of thy life old age ſhall 
overtake thee; thy ſun ſhall decline in 
tie morning of thy day. 

But 
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But when virtue and modeſty en- 
lighten her charms, the luſtre of ; 
beautiful woman is brighter than the 
. ſtars of heaven; and the influence of 
her power it is in vain torelift, 

The whiteneſs of her boſom tran. 
ſcendeth the lily; her ſmile is more 
delicious than a garden of roſes. 

The innocence of her eye 1s like that 
of the turtle; ſimplicity and truth 
dwell in her heart. 

The kiſſes of her mouth are ſweeter 
than honey ; the perfumes of Arabu 
breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy boſom to the tendernck 
of Love; the purity of its flame ſhall 
ennoble thine heart, and ſoften i to 
receive tne faireſt impreſſions. 
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BOOK III. 


WOMAN. 


IVE ear, fair daughter of love, 
$4 to the inſtructions = Pyudencez 
and let the precepts of truth ſink d 
in thine — 8 o ſhall the 8 
thy mind add luſtre to thy form; and 
thy beauty, like the roſe it reſembleth, 
ſhall retain its ſweetneſs, when its 
dloom is withered. 

In the ſpring of thy youth, in the 
morning of thy days, when the eyes of 

zen gaze on thee with delight; ah! 

ear with caution their alluring words; 
guard well thy heart, nor liſten to their 
ot ſeducements, 

Remember, thou art made man's rea- 
onable companion, not the ſlave of his 
allion; the end of thy being is to aſſiſt 

him 


oot 3 
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him in the toils of life, to ſooth hin 
with thy tenderneſs, and recompenk; 


his care with ſoft endearments, « 
Who is the that winneth the heart fi"! 
man, that ſubdueth him to love, and. | 
reigneth in his breaſt ; ” 
Lo! yonder ſhe walketh in maid 1 
ee with innocence in her ming, 


and mocleſty on her cheek, | 
Her hand ſeeketh employment; he 
foot delighteth not in gadding abroad, 
She is cloathed with neatneis; ſſe 


is ted with temperance; humility an * 
meakneſs are as à crown of giory ci 


cling her head. 
On her tongue dwelleth muſic ; th 
ſweetneſs of honey floweth from ha 
lips. 
2 is in all her words; in he 
anſwers are mildneſs and truth. 
Submiſſion and obedience. are tit 


leflons of her life; and peace and ha1.... 
pineſs are her reward. very 
Before her ſteps walketh Prudence 


and Virtue attendeth at her'right © 
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Her eye ſpeaketh ſoftneſs and love; 
but diſcretion with a ſceptre ſitteth on 
her vrow. | 

The tongue of thelicentious is dumb 
in hey preſence ; the awe of her virtue 
keepeth him ſilent. 

When ſcandal is buſy, and the fame 
of her neighbour is tofled from tongue 
to tongue, if charity, and good-nature 
open not her mouth, the finger of 6- 
knce reſteth on her lip. 

Her breaſt is the manſion of good - 
neſs; and therefore ſhe ſuſpecteth no 
vil in others. 

Happy were the man that ſhould 
Fake her his wife: happy the child 
hat ſhall call her mother. 
She preſideth in the houſe, and there 
peace; ſhe commandeth with judg- 
ent, and is obeyed. 
She ar iſeth in the morning; ſhe con- 
ders her affairs; and appointeth to 
very one their proper bunneis. | 
The care of = Family is her whole 
lelight, to that alone ſhe applieth her 
E 2 kudy z 


him 


enſe 


rt d 
and 


Aiden 
nind, 


; het 
road. 
; ih 
y 
y Cl 
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ſtudy; and elegance with frugality i 
teen in her manſions. 

The prudence of her management i 
au honour to her huſband, and he 
heareth her praiſe withriilent delight. 

She informeth the minds of her 
children with wiſdom ; ſhe faſhioneth 
their manners from the example of her 
ewn goodneſs. 

The word of her month is the law 
of their youth; the motion of her eye 
commandeth their obedience. 

She ſpeaketh, and her ſervants fly; 
ſhe appointeth, and the thing is done, 
For-the law of love is in their hearts; 
her kindneſs addeth wings to their feet, 

In proſperity ſhe is not pulled up; 


in adverſity ſhe healeth the wounds of by 
tortune with patience. ] 

The tyoubles of her huſband are a. gad 
leviated by her counſels, and fweetend pen 
by her endearments; he putteth hit thy 
heart in her boſom, and receiveth com- 1 


fort. 0 
Happy is che man that hath mad: 


her his wife; happy the child t. 
eaileth her mother. | 


4 
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—— 
BOOK IV, 


CONSANGVUINITY; 
#2 NATURAL RELATIONS: 


— — 
law 
eße CHAP. 1. 
fly; H US BAN D. 


irts; AKE unto thyſelf a wife, aud 

28 obey the ordinance of God ; take 

up; unto thyſelf a wife, and become a 

ds of faithful member of ſociety, | 

But examine with care, and fix not 

e al. (:ddenly : on thy preſent choice de- 

pends the future happineſs of thee ond 
1 nis thy erity. 

; much of ber time is deftroyed in 

Fr id adornments, if ſhe is ena- 

E 3 mour's. 
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mour'd with her own beauty, and de. 
lighted with her own praiſe, if the 
laugh much, and talketh aloud, if 
her foot abideth not in her father's 
houſe, and her eyes with boldnefs rove 
on the faces of men; though ber beau- 
ty were as the ſun in the firmament 
of heaven, turn thine eyes from her 
charms, turn thy feet from her paths, 
and ſuffer not thy foul to be enſnared 
by the al urements of thy imagination. 

But when thou findeſt ſenſibility of 
heart join'd with ſoftneſs of manners, 
an accompliſhed mind, with a form 

ble to thy fancy, take her home 
to thy houſe ; the is worthy to be thy 
friend, thy companion in life, the wite 
of thy boſom. 

O cheriſh her as a bleſſing ſent thee 
from heaven; let the kindneſs of thy 
behaviour endear thee to her heart. 

She is the miſtreſs of thy houſe; 
treat her therefore with reſpect, that 
thy ſervants may obey her, 


9 
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A 
de- Oppoſe not her inclination without 
ſhe Mcaule; ſhe is the partner of thy cares, 
„if wake her alſo the companion of thy 
er's {Mplcalures. 

'ove Reprove her faults with gentleneſs ; 
xact not her obedience with rigour. 


nent Truit thy ſecrets in her breaſt ; her 
her Mcounſe s are lincere ; thou ſhalt not be 

ths, Naeceived. 

ared WW Be faithful to her bed; for ſhe is the 

ion. Nnother of thy children, | 

y of When pain and ſickneſs aſſault her, 


et thy tenderneſs ſooth her afflition x 
z look from thee of pity and love, 
hall alleviate her grief, or mitigate her 
ain; and be of more avail than ten 
phyficians. | | 

Conſider the delicacy of her ſex, the - 
- theeMenderneſs of her frame; and be not 
f thyMWſcvere to her weakneſs, but remember 
t. line own imperfections. 
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63 xcoxoary or 


CHAP. 11. 
#% a S + © 


| Ra neem among art a parent, 
the importance of thy truſt; tie 
being thou haſt produced, it is thy du. 
ty to ſupport. 

Upon thee alſo it dependeth, whe. 
ther the child of thy boſom ſhall be: 
bleFing or a curſe to thyſelf ; a uſeful 
or a wortiileſs member of the commu. 
nity. 

Prepare him with early inſtruction, 
and feaſon his mind with the maxim 
of truth. 

Watch the bent of his inclination; 
ſet him right in his youth; and let no 
evil habit gain — with his years. 

So ſhall he rife like a cedar on the 
mountains; his head ſhall be ſeen abore 
the trees of the foreſt, 

A wicked ſon is a reproach to his 

ather ; but he that doth right is an 
honour to his grey haws, Th 


ful 
Mu- 


ion, 
tim 


on; 
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The ſoil is thine own, let it not want 
cultivation; the ſeed which thou ſow- 
eſt, tcat alſo ſhalt thou reap. 

Teach him obedience, and he ſhall 
bleſs thee ; teach him modeſty, and he 
ſhall not be aſhamed. 

Teach him gratitude, and ke ſhall 
receive benefits; teach him charity, 
and he ſhall gain love. 

Teach him temperance, and he ſhall 
have health ; teach him prudence, and 
fortune ſhall attend him. 

Teach him juſtice, and he ſhall be 
honoured by the world; teach him 
fincerity, and his own heart ſhall not 
repr oach him. 

Teach him diligence, and his wealth 
ſhalt increaſe ! teach him benevolence, 
and his mind ſhall be exalted. 

Teach him ſcience, and his life ſhall 
be uſeful ; teach him religion, and his 


death ſhall ve happy. 
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CHAP. III. 


$ 0 N, 


P ROM the creatures of God, let 
| man learn wiſ.iom, and apply ts 
himſelf the inſtruction they give. 

Go to the deſert, my ſon; obſere 
the young ſtork of the wilderneſs ; let 
him tpeak to thy heart. He bcareth 
on his wings his aged fire; he lodgeth 
him in ſafety, and ſupplieth hun with 
tood. 

The piety of a child is ſweeter than 
the incenle of Perſia offered to the ſun; 
yea mcre delicious than odours waftet 
trom a field of Arabian fpices by te 
weſtern gales. 

Be grateful then to thy fa her, for he 
gave thee life : and to thy mother, far 
ſhe ſuſtained thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, for 


they are ſpoken for thy good: give ea 
| 4 
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to his admonition, for it proceedeth 
from love. 

He hath watched for thy welfare, he 
hath toiled for thy eaſe; do honour 
therefore to his age, and let not his 
grey hairs be treated with irreverance. 

Think on thy helpleſs infancy, and 
the fro wardneſs of thy youth, and in- 

ulge the infirmities of thy aged pa- 
rents; aſſiſt and ſupport them in the 
ecline of life. 

$9 ſhall their hoary heads go down 
o the grave in peace; and thine own 

hildren, in reverence of thy example, 


wall repay thy piety with filial love. 
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CHAP, IV. 


BROTHERS. 


E are the children of one father; 

provided for by his care; and 

the breit of one mother hath given 
you ſuck. | 

Let the bonds of affection, therefore, 
unite thee with thy brothers; that 
peitce and happinels may dwell in thy 

- father's houle. 

And, w hen ye ſeparate in the world, 
remember the relation that bindeth you 
to love and unity; prefer not a ſtran- 
ger before thine 0:vn biood, 

If thy brother is in adverſity, afſil 
him; if thy ſiſter is in trouble, foriak: 
her not. | 

So ſhall the fortunes of thy fathe 
contribute to the ſupport of his whole 
race, and his care be continued to you 
all in your love to each other, 

4 BOO 
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BOOK v. 
PROVIDENCE; 


OR THEACCIDENTAL DIFFERENCES 
OF MEN, 


——— 


— 


CHAP, I. 
WISE AND IGNORANT. 


HE gifts of the underſtanding 
19 are the treaſures of God; and he 
appointeth to every one his portion, 
in what meaſure ſcemeth good unto 
himſelf. 

Hath he endow'd thee with wiſdom ? 
hath he enlightened thy mind with the 
knowledge of truth ? communicate it 
to the ignorant for their inſtruction; 

commu= 


—— 
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communicate it to the wiſe for their 
own improvement. 

True wiſdom is leſs preſuming than 
folly ; the wiſe man dewhteth often, 
and changeth his mind; tne fool is vb. 
ſtinate and doubteth not; he knoweth 
all things, but his own ignorance. 

The pride of emptineſs is an abomi. 
nation, and to talk much is the foolith. 
neſs of folly ; neverthelets it is the part 
of wiſdom to bear the impertinence of 
fools, io hear their abſurdities with pa. 
tience, and pity their weakneſs. 

Yet be not puffed up in thine own 
conceit, nei her boait of ſuperior un. 
derſtanding; the cleareſt human know. 
ledge is but blindneſs and folly. 

'J'he wiſe man feeleth his 1mpeffec. 
tions, and is humbled ; he laboureth 
in vain for his own approbation, But 
the fool peepcth in the ſhallow itream 
of his on mind, and is p eaſed with 
the pebbles which he ſees at the bot. 
tom: he bringeth them up and ſhew- 
eth them as pearls ; aud with the ap- 

Paule 
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plauſe of his brethren delighteth him- 
ſelf, 

He boaſteth of attainments in things 
of no worth; but where it is a ſhame 
to be ignorant, there he hath no under- 
ſtanding. 

Even in the paths of wiſdom he toil- 
eth after folly; and ſname and diſap- 
pointment are the reward of his labour. 

But the wiſe man cultivateth his 
mind with knowledge; the improv- 
ment of arts is his delight; and their 
utility to the public crowneth him 
with honour. | 


Nevertheleſs, the attainment of vir- 
ue he accounteth as the higheſt learn- 
ing: and the ſcience of happineis is 
the ſtudy of his life, 
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CHAP, II. 


RICH AND POOR, 


HE man to whom God hah 

given riches, and a mind to em. 

loy them aright, is peculiarly tavour- 
* bs highly Niſtingniſhed. : 

He looketh on his wealth with ples, 
ſure; becauite it aftorceth him the 
means to do good. 

He-protectcth the poor, that are in- 
jured ; he ſuffereth not the mighty u 
opprels the weak. 

He ſeeketh out objects of compal. 
fion ; he jaquireth into- their wants; 
he relieveth them with judgement, and 
without oſtentation. 

He aſſiſteth and rewardeth merit; 
he encourageth ingenuity, and libe- 
rally promoteth every uſcful deſign. His 

He carrieth on great works; Dea 
country is enriched; and the labouit 
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is employ d: he formeth new ſchemes, 
and the arts receive improvement. 

He conſidereth the ſuperfluities of = 
his table as belonging to the poor, and 
he defraudeth them not. 

The benevolence of his mind is not 
check d by his fortune. He rejoiceth 
therefore in riches, and his joy is 
blamel-1s, 

But woe unto him that heapeth up 
ealth in abundance, and rejoiceth 
alone in the poſſeſſion thereof. 

That grindeth the face of the poor, 
nd conſidereth not the ſweat of their 
rows. 

He thriveth on oppreſſion without 
eling ; the ruin ot his brother diſ- 


rbeth him not. 
Tue tears of the orphan he drinketh 
gern milk; the cries of the widow are 
lide· uf to his ear. 


His heart is harden'd with the love 
wealth; No grief or diſtreſs can make 


preſſion upon it. 
F But 
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But the curſe of iniquity purſue 


him; he liveth in continual fear. The H 

1 xiety of his mind, and the rapacious WW'** 
| 4 rs of his own ſoul, take vengeance e. 
| pon him, for the calamities he hath H. 


1 


brought upon others. 
O ! what are the miſeries of poverty, 
in compariſon with the gnawings dd 
this man's heart, | 

Let the poor man comfort himſelf, 
yea, rejoice ; for he hath many reaſons, 

He fitteth down to his morſe] in 
peace; his table is not crowded with 
flatterers and devourers. 

He is not embarraſſed with depen. 
dants, not teaſed with the clamours d 
ſolicitation, - 

Debar'd from the dainties of the 
rich, he eſcapeth alſo their diſeaſes. 

The bread that he eateth, is it not 


ſweet to his taſte ? the water he drinn YA! 

eth, is it not pleaſant to his thirit ? ye K 

ſar more delicious than the richeWW 
et 


Craughts of the luxurious. 


His labour preſerveth his health, and 
rocur=th him a repoſe, to which the 
jowny bed of floth is a ſtranger. ' + * 


and the calm of contentment is 
#eeter to his foul than the acquire- 
1 was ot wealth and grandeur. 

Let not the rich therefore preſume 
all his riches, nor the poor deſpond in 


1 ipenieth happineis to them both; and 
„n Ceribution thereof is more equally 


ade, than the tool can believe. 


CHAP, III. 


MASTERS AND SERVANTS. 


lervelt another: it is the appoint- 
nc ct God, and hath many advanta- 


— 


_ 
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poverty: fax the providence of God 


) EPINE not, O man, that thou 


260. ges; 


th He limiteth his defires with hifi! 


» & 
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: 7 
ges; it removeth thee from the carey 
and ſolicitudes of life. 1 

The honour of a ſervant is his fideli. “ 
ty; his higheſt virtues are ſubmiſſion 
and obedience. 

Be patient therefore under the re. 
proofs of thy maſter ; and when hz 
rebuketh thee, anſwer not again; the 
ſilence of thy reſignation ſhall not be 
forgotten. . 

Be itudious of his intereſt ; be dil: 
gent in his affairs ; and faithful to the 
truſt which he repoſeth in thee. 

Thy time and thy labour belong un. 
to him; defraud him not thereof, for 
he payeth thee for them. 

And thou, who art a maſter, be jul 
to thy ſervant, if thou expecteſt fidelity; 
be reaſonable in thy commands, if thou 
expectelt obedience. 

The ſpirit of a inan is in him: ſeve- 
rity and rigour, which create fear, can 
not command his love. 

Mix kindneſs with reproof, and rea 
ſon with authority; ſo ſhall thy admo 

Nido 


HUMAN LIFE. PF. 


nitions fake place in his heart, and his 
duty ſhall become his pleaſure. 

He (hall ferye thee faithfully from 
gratitude ; he ſhall obey thee cheerful- 
ly from love; and fail not thou in re- 
turn to give his diligence and fidelity 
ther juſt reward. | 


x 


CHAP, IV, 


MAGISTRATES AND SUBJECTS. 


Thou the favourite of heaven, 

nom the ſons of men, thy equals 
have raiſed to ſovereign power, and 
ſet as a ruler over themſelves; conſider 
tie ends and importance of their truſt, 
tar more than the dignity and height 
{ thy ſtation. 

Thou art cloathed in purple : thou 
ut ſeated on a throne ; the crown of 
ajeſty inveiteth thy temples 3 the 

F 3 ſceptre 
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e of power is placed in thy hand, 


but not for thyſelt were theſe deſign 


given; not meant for thy own, but th 
good of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a king is the welfare 
his people; his power and dominia 
reſteth on the hearts of his ſubjects, 

The mind of a great prince is exal. 
ed with the grandeur of his ſituation; 
he revolveth high things, and ſearchet 
for buſineſs worthy ot his power, 

He calleth together the wife men d 
his kingdom; he conſulteth amongt 
them with fre dom, and heareth th 
opinion of them all. 

He looketh among his people wit 
diſcernment ; he diſcovereth the a 
lities of men, and employeth them x: 
eording to their merits. 

His magiitrates are juſt; his minitt 
are wile ; and the favourite of his 
ſom deceiveth him not. | 

He ſmileth on the arts, and the 
flouriſh ; the ſciences improve beneal 
the euliure of his hand. * 

| I! 
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With the learned and ingenious he 
delighteth himſelf ; he kindleth in their 
breaſts emulation : and the glory of his 
kingdom is exalted by their labours. 

The ſpirit of the merchant who ex- 
tendeth his commerce, the ſkill of the 
farmer who enricheth his lands, the 
ingenuity of the artiſt, the improve- 
ments of the ſcholar, all theſe he ho- 


chu noureth with his favour, or rewardeth 
Lich his bounty. 

en ag Heplanteth new colonies; he build- 
* eth ſtrong [hips ; he openeth rivers for 


convenience; he formeth harbours for 
ſakety z his people abound in riches; 
and the ſtrength of his kingdom in- 
crraſeth. 

He frameth his ſtatutes with equity 
and wiſdom 53 his ſubjects enjoy the 
ruits of their labour in ſecurity, and 


us be their happineſs conſiſts in their obſerv- 
ace of the law. 
1 He faundeth his judgments on the 


principals of mercy ; but in the puniſh- 
F4 ment 
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ment of offenders he is ſtrict and in. 
partial. 

His ears are open to the complaint 
of his ſubjects; he reſtraineth the hand 
of oppreſſors; and delivereth then 
from their tyranny. | 

His rob therefore look up to hin 
as a father, with reyerence and love; 
they conſider him as the guardian of al 
they enjoy. 

Their affection to him begetteth 
in his breaſt a love of the public; tl 
ſecurity of their happineſs is the objet 
of his care. | | 
No murmurs againſt him ariſe n 
their hearts ; the machinations of bi 
enemies endanger not his ſtate. 
His ſubjects are faithful and fim i 
his caule ; they ſtand in his defence z 
a wall of braſs. The army of his ene 
my flieth before them as chaff betor 
the wind. 
Security and peace bleſs the dw 
lings of his people; and glory zg "<1 
ſtrength encircle his throne tor ever. fror 
; BOO 
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BOOK vI. 


THE SOCIAL DUTIES, 


Cty 


© CHAP. I. 


BENEVOLENCE, 


WE thou conſidereth thy wants, 
when thou beholdeſt thy un- 
perfections, acknowledge his goodnels, 
O man! who honour'd thee with 
reaſon, endow'd thee with ſpeech, and 
placed thee in ſociety, to receive and 
confer reciprocal helps and mutual ob- 
ligations. | 
Thy tood, thy cloathing, thy conve- 
nience of habitation, thy protection 
trom the injuries, thy enjoyment of the 
comforts 


# 
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comforts and the pleaſures of life, thoy 
owelt to the a e of others ; and 
couldſt not enjoy but: in the bands d 
ſociety. 

It is thy duty therefore to be friend. 
ly to mankind, as it is thy intereſt that 
men ſhquld be friendly to thee, 
As titer atheth ſweetneſs fron 
its own nature, ſo the heart of a bene. 
volent man produceth good works. 

He enjoyeth the eaſe and tranquiltty 
of his own breaſt ; and rejoiceth in the 
| happineſs and proſperity of his n«igh- 

=_.. - 

He openeth not his ears unto ſlander; 
the faults and the failings of men gi 
pain to his heart. 

His delire, is to do good, and be 
ſearcheth outhfte occations thereof: i 
removing the oppreſſion of another le 
relieveth himſclt. 

From the largeneſs of his mind, It 
comprehendeth in his wiſhes the hap- 
pineſs of all men; and from the gene. 
roſity of his heart he endeayoureth = 
promote it, 


GHAP, 


HUMAN LIFE, 


ci It. 


* 
106612 


HE peace of ſociety dependeth on 
T juſtice; the happineſs of indivi- 
duals on the certain ment of all 
their poſſeſſions. | 

Keep the defires of thy heart, there- 
fore, within the bounds of moderation; 
let the hand of juſtice lead them aright. 

Cait not an evil eye on the goods of 
thy neighbour let whatever is his pro- 
perty be ſacred from thy touch. 

Let no temptation allure, nor any 
provocation excite thee to lift up thy 
hand to the hazard of his life. 

Defame him not in his character; 
bear no falſe witneſs againſt him. 

Corrupt not his ſervant to cheat or 
forſake him; and the wife of his bo- 
ſom, O tempt not to ſin. | 

Till be a grief to his heart, which 
thou canit not relieve ; an injury to his 
lie, which no reparation can atone. 
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In thy dealings with men be impar. 
tial and juſt; and dounto them, as thou 
wouldſt they ſhonld do unto thee. 

Be faithful to thy truſt; and decriy: 
not the man who relieth upon thee; 
be aliured 'tis Jeſs in the ſight of God 
to ſteel than to betray. - | 

Oppreſs not the poor, and defraud 

not of his here the labouring man. 

When thou ſeileſt for gain, hear the 

whiſperings of Conſcience; and be (a- 
tisfy d with moderation; nor trum the 
ignorancect the buyer make advantage 
to thyſelt. , 
Pay the debts which thou oweſt; fu 
he who gave thee credit relied upon 
thy honour; and to with-hold from 
him his due, is both mean aud unjuſt, 

Finally, O fon of fociety, examine 
thy heart; call remembrance to thy 
aid: and, if in any of theſe things thou 
findeſt thou haſt tranſgreſſed, take for- 
row and ſhame to thyſelf; and make 

| ſpeedy reparation to the utmoſt of thy 


power. 
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CHAT. III. 


CHARITY. 


in his breaſt the- ſeeds of bene- 
aud WM volence 3 the produce thereof ſhall be 
charity and love. 

From the fountain of his heart ſhall 
riſe rivers of goodneſs'; and the ſtreams 
ſhall overflow for the benefit of man- 
kind, 

He aſſiſteth the poor in their trouble; 
he rejoiceth in furthering the proſperi- 
tyof all men. 

He cenſureth net his neighbour ; he 
believeth not the tales of envy and ma- 
levolence: neither repeateth he their 
ſanders. 

He forgiveth the injuries of men ; he 
1peth them from his remembrance ; 
eyenge and maice have no place in 
Ins heart, ; | 

For 


H APPY is the man who hath ſown 
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For evil he returneth not evil; he 
hateth not even his enemies ; but re. 
quiteth their injuſtice with friendly 
admonition. 
The griefs and anxieties of men ex. 
cite his compaſſion ; he endeavoureth 
to alleviate the weight of their misfor- 
tunes; and the pleaſure of ſucceſs re. 
wardeth his labour, 
He calmeth the fury, he healeth the 
quarrels of angry men: and preventeth 
the miſchiefs of ſtrife and animoſity, 
He promoteth in his neighbourhood 
peace and good will; and his name is 
_ repeated with praiſe and benedictions. 
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CHAP, IV, 


G RATITU DE. 


S the branches of a tree return 
their ſap to the root, from whence 
aroſe ; as a river poureth his ſtreams 
the ſea, whence his ſpring was ſup- 


the Nd; ſo the heart of a grateful man 
teh Wiglteth in returning a benefit re- 
wed, 


Re acknowledgeth his obligation 
th cheertuineſs ; he looketh on his 
efactor with love and eſteem. 
And, it to return it be not in his 
ger he nouriſheth the memory of it 
his breaſt with kindneſs ; he forgei- 
it not all the days of his lite. 
The hand of the generous man is like 
clouds of heaven, which drop upon 
carth fruits, herbage, and flowers; 
ext of the ungrateful is like a de- 
of land, which ſwalloweth with 
Kduicls the thowers that fall, but 
buricth 
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burieth them in his boſom, and pro- 
duceth nothing. 

Envy not thy benefactor; neither 
ftrive to conceal the benefit he hath 
conferred; for, though to oblige is bet. 
ter than to be obliged, though the ad 
of generoſity commandeth admiration; 
yet the humility of gratitude toucheth 
the heart and is amiable in the ſight 
both of God and man. 

But receive not a favour from the 
hand of the proud ; to the ſelfiſh and 
avaricious have no obligation; the yz 
nity of Pride ſhall expoſe thee 1 
ſhame ; the greedineſs of Avarice ſhal 
never be ſatisfied. 


CHA? 
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CHAP, v. 


either 

hath SINCERITY. 

bet. 

e ad Thou that art enamour'd with 
tion; () the beauties of Truth, and haſt 
chende thy heart on the ſimplicity of her 
git cbarms, hold faſt thy fide ity. unto her, 


nd forſake her not : the conſtancy of 
ky virtue ſhall crown thee with honour, 
The tongue of the ſincere is rooted 
1 his heart: hypocriſy and deceit have 
o place in his words. F 
He bluſheth at falſhood, and is con- "ty 
aunded :. but in ſpeaking the truth he 1 
uh a ſteady eye. 1 
He ſupporteth as a man the dignity. 
f his character; to the arts of hypo- 
ily he ſcorneth to ſtoop. 
He is conſiſtent with himſelf; he is 
ver embarrais d; he hath courage in 
th, but to lic he is afraid. 
He is far above the meanneſs of diſ- 
ulation ; the words of his mouth are 
thoughts of his heart. 
G Y 
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Yet with prudence, and caution he WM +: 
openeth his |; Ss; he ſtudieth what is ue 
right, and eaketh with diſcretion, ſa 

He advii:th in friendſhip ; he re. thy 
| — with freedom; and whatſoever Mer 
| he promiſeth ſhall ſurely be performed, 

But the heart of the hypocrite is hid 
in his breaſt. He maſketh his words 
in the ſemblance of truth, while the 
buſineſs of his life is only to deceive. 

He laugheth in ſorrow ; he weepeth 
in joy; and the words of his mouth 
have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as a mole, 
and fancieth he is ſafe: but he blun- 
dereth into light, and is expos'd to full 
view, with his dirt on his head. 
lle paſſeth his days in perpetual con- 
ſtraint; his tongue and his heart are 

for ever at variance, | 
Hie laboureth for the character of: 
righteous man; and huggeth himſelf in 
the thoughts of his cunning. 
O fool, fool: the paigs which thou 
p takeſt to hide what thou art, are p 
| | t 
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than would make thee what thou 
wouldſt ſeem ; the children of wiſdom 
ſhall mock at thy cunning ; and when 
thy diſguiſe is {tripped off, the finger 
of derilion ſhall point thee to ſcorn. 
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CHAP. 1. 1101 

| , uin 

n 11 1010 u. 

; | WO1 

HERE is but one God, the a. lis 

thor, the creator, the governor a : 2 

the world, almighty, eternal, and in. 0 

"> , comprehenſible, of | 
| Ihe ſun is not God, tho' his noble I 
image. He enlighteneth the worl bs 
with his brighineſs: his warmth givet vith 

life to the products of the earth : ad Ii 
mire him as the creature, the inſtru _ 
ment of God ; but worſhip him not, derfu 

To the One who is ſupreme, mo! each, 

wiſe and benificent, and to him alonelſf vill. 
belong worſhip, adoration, thank(gir 15 

1 eth a 


ing, and praiſe. 
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Who hath ſtretched forth the heu- 
rens with his hand; who hath deſcribed 
with h's finger the courſes ot the ſtars. 

Who' ietieth bounds to the occan, 
which it cannot pals : and faith unto 
the ſtormy winds, Be ſtill. 

Who ſhakech the earth and the na- 
nons tremble 5 who darteth his liglit- 
uings, and the wicked are diſmayed. 

Who calleth forth worlds by the 
word of his mouth; who ſmiteth with 
his ar in, and they fink into nothing. 

“O reverence the majeſty of the 
« Omnipotent ; and tempt not his an- 
ger, leſt thou be deſtroyed.“ 

The Do idence of Gd is of "er all 
bis works; be ruleth and directech 
with infinite wiſdom, 

He hath inſtituted aws for the go- 
yernment of the world; be hath won- 
derfully varied them in all beings ; wnd - 
each, by his nature, conformeth to his 
will. 

In the depth of his mind he revolx- 
eth all knowledge ; the ſecrets of futu- 
rity lie open betore him. 
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The thoughts of thy heart are naked 
to his view? he knoweth thy determi. 
nations before they are made, 

With reſpect to his preſcience, there 
is nothing contingent.; with reſpect to 
his providence, there is nothing acci- 
dental. : 

Wonderful he is in all his ways; his 
counſels are inſcrutable; the manner 
of his knowledge tranſcendeth thy con- 
ception. 

Pay, therefore, to his wiſdom all 
ce honour and veneration; and bow 
& down thy ſelf in humble and ſub. 
five obedience to his ſupreme direc- 
& tion“ | 

The Lord is gracious and benefi- 
cent; he hath created the world in 
mercy and love. 

His ' goodneſs is conſpicuous in all 
his works; he is the fountain of excel. 
lence, the centre of perfection. 

The creatures of his had declare hi 
goodneſs, ant all their enjoyments ſpeak 
Ko praiſe ; he cloatheth them with 

| beauty 


ked 


mi- 


here 
t 10 
CCl- 


his 
nner 
con- 


n all 
bow 
2» 78 


Irec- 


nefi- 


d in 


in all 
xcel- 


re hits 
{peak 

with 
eauty 


HUMAN LIFE. 33 
beauty he ſupporteth them with food: 
he preſerveth them with pleaſure from 
geners tion to generation. 

It we lift up our eyes to the heavens, 
his glory ſhineth fortli? if we caſt 
them down upon the earth, it is full 
of his goodneſs'; the hills and the val- 
lies rejoice and ſing; fields, rivers, and 
woods reſound his praiſe. 

But thee, O man, he hath diſtin- 
guiſlied with peculiar favour, and ex- 
ated thy ſtation above all creatures. 

He hath endowed thee with reaſon 
to maintain thy dominion 3 he hath 
fitted thee with language, to improve 
by ſociety ; and exalted thy mind with 
the powers of meditation, to contem- 
plate and adore his inimatable. perfec- 
tions. | 

And in the laws he hath ordained 
as the rule of thy life, fo kindly hath 
he faited thy duty to thy nature, that 
obedience to his precepts is happineſs 
"0 tayſelf, 
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„O praiſe his goodneſs with ſong; 
6 of thankſgiving, and meditate in fl. 
& lence on the wonders of his love; 
„jet thy heart overflow with grat. 
& tude and acknowledgment; let the 
„language of thy lips {peak praiſe and 
* adoration ; let the actions of thy lie 
„ ſhew thy love to his law. 

The Lord is juit and rizhteous; and 
will judge the earth with equity and 
truth. 

Hath he eſtabliſhed his law in good. 
neſs and mercy, and ſhall he not puniſh 
the tranſgreſſors thereof. 

O think not, bold man ! becauſe thy 
puniſhment is de ay d, that the arm of 
the Lord is weakened ; neither flatter 
thylelf with hopes that he winketh at 
thy doings. 

His eye pierceth the ſecrets of every 
heart, and he remembereth them for 
ever: he reſpecteth not the perſons, 
nor the ſtations of men. 

Ihe high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, the wile and the r 
| vw hen 
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«hen thy ſoul hath ſhaken off the 
umbrous ſhackles of this mortal lite, 
hall equally receive from the ſentence 
of God a juſt and everlaſting retribu- 
tion, according to their werks. 

Then ſhall the wicked tremble and 
be atraid 3 but the heart of the righte- 
us ſhall rejoice in his judgments. 

« O fear the Lord, therctore, all the 
(days of thy lite; and walk in the 

paths which he hath opened before 
(thee. Let Prudence admoniſh thee; 
let Temperance reſtrain; let juſtice 
guide thy hand, Benevolence warm 
i thy heart, and Gratitude to heaven 
' mipire thee with devotion. I hele 
ſhall give thee happivets i thy pre- 
ſent (tate, and bring thee to the man - 
ſions of eter nal cher in the para- 


diſe of God.“ 


This is the true EcoxoMux of 
HUMAN LIE. 
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PART II. 


ro THE 
ARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 


. Pekin, Jan. 10, 1749—50. 


MY LORD, 


Wo a month after I had encloſed 
to your Lordſhip the tranſlation 
had attempted of the Oriental Syſtem 
f Morality, ſo famous in theſe parts, 
e were agreeably ſurpriſed with a 
unuſcript of the ſame ſize, whoſe au- 
muity, characters, and other internal 
arks, determined it to be the perform- 
3 ance 
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ance of that author, which, at the ſan, 
time that it ſbe ed us ſomething aua 
Wanting to what wwe had before eftcem. 
ed a complete ſyſtem, very happily ſub. 
plied the deficiency. 

I could nit reſt, after the firfl aipping 

into it, without undertaking the pleaſing 
taſt of a Tranſlation ; nor, when I ha} 
finiſhed it, without doing myſelf th 
honour of tranjmitting it to your Lord. 
ſbip : I need nat tell jour Lordſhip, that 
the energy of thought, ſublimity of ſhl, 
and many cther cir cuinflances, prove i 
to come from the divine hand that 
planned the other: the ſuliſtauce of ü 
carries abundanily more proj of tt. 

If I did not flatter mzſelf that the Fin 
Part had met the honoar of your Lord. 
Hip's approvation, I fhould not be ſi 
earnefl in diſpatching this after u: 

but while know the value of the wart, 
and know your Lordſbip's aiflinguiſhing 
genius, il would be ridiculous to aſſed 
a doubt about it. 
Iam, my Lord, 
Tour,, Ec. 
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that CONSIDERED IN THE GENERAL» 


Fo Of THE HUMAN FRAME AND 
* STRUCTURE. 


be jo EAK and ignorant as thou art? 

* O man ! humble as thou ought- 
rl, | to be, O child of the duſt! wouldſt 
bing Mou raiſe thy thoughts to infinite wit- 
Jed m? wouldſt thou ſec Omnipetence 
played before thee ? contemplate 
line own frame. 
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Fearfully and wonderfully art thay 
made; praiſe, therefore, thy Creata 
with awe, and rejoice before him with 
reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art tho 
only erect; but that thou ſhouldelt be. 
hold his works ! Wherefore art thou to 
behold ; but that thou mayſt admin 
them! Wherefore to admire ; but tha 
thou mayſt adore their and thy Cre. 
tor ! ' 

Wherefore is conſciouſneſs repoſe 
in thee alone; and whence is it de. 
rived to thee! ; 

Tis not in fleſh to think; tis not in 
bones to reaſon.— The lion knoweth 
not that worms ſhall eat him ; the ax 
perceiveth not that he is fed for (laughter, 


Something is added to thee unlike toe 


what thou ſeeſt : ſomething inforins thy 


clay higher than all that is the object of i 


thy ſenſes. Behold! what is it? 
Thy body remaineth pertect atter thi 
is fled; therefore it is no part, of the 
body: It is immaterial ; therefore 2 
nal; 
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nal: It is free to act; therefore ac- 
countable for its actions. 

Kncweth the aſs the uſe of food, be- 
cauſe his teeth mow down the herbage ? 
or ſtandech the crocodile erect, although 
lis back- bone is ſtrait as thine ? 

God formed thee as he had formed 
theſe : after them all waſt thou created: 
ſuperiority and command were given 
thee over all: and of his own breath 
did he communicate to thee thy princi- 
ple of knowledge. | 

Know thyſelf then the pride of his 
creation; the link, uniting divinity and 
matter: Behold a part of God himſelf 
thin thee » Remember thine own dig- 
ity ; nor dare to deſcend unto evil. 

Who planted terror in the tail of the 
ferpent ? Who cloathed the neck of the 
horſe with thunder? ¶ ven he who hath 
nftructed thee to cruſh the one under 
by feet, and to tame the other to thy 
purpoſes, - CY 
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CHAP. II, en: 
tal 
or THE USE OF THE SENSES, 

w] 

AUNT not of thy body, becaur WM . 

it was firſt formed; nor ot . 

brain, becauſe therein thy ſoul reſideh rn 
Is not the maſter of the houſe mo | 
honourable than its walls ? ** 
The ground mult be prepared befor the! 
corn be planted ; the potter muſt bu 1 
his furnace before he can make n fun 
porcelain. cen 
As the breath of heaven ſayeth uri lng 
the water of the deep, this way ſhi caci 
thy billows role, and no other; tl A 
high ſhall they raiſe their fury, and 10 wat; 
higher: ſo let thy ſpirit, O man, 2 unat 
tuate and direct thy fleſh ; ſo lt tl keep 
ſpirit bring it into ſubjection. thy 
Thy ſohl is the munarch of wi n 
frame: ſuffer not its ſubjects to ne. 
againſt it. lh 
i 3 , To there 


HUMAN LITE. 


earth: thy bones the pillazs that ſui- 
tain it on its baſis. 

As the ocean giveth riſe to ſprings, 
whoſe waters return again into its bo- 
Im, thro' the rivers: ſo runneth thy 
life from the heart outward, and ov. 
returneth it into its place again, 

Do not both retain their courſe for 
erer? Bchol the ſame God ordained 
them. 

Is not thy noſe the channel to per- 
fumes? thy mouth the path to 4 Es- 
cies? yet know thou, that pertumes 
long ſmelt become offenſive ; and deli- 
cacies deſtroy the appetite they flatter, 

Are not thine eyes the cenmtmals that 
watch for thee ? yet hew utten me they 
unable to diſtinguich truth from error? 


t ij lep then thy foul in moderation, ti ac h 

thy ſpirit to be attentive to its good ; 

of ll nail theſe its minitters be ever wats 
o ue conveyances of truth. 

Tliige hand, is it not a miracle ? js 

ure in the creation aught Ike unto it 
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Thy body is as the globe of the 
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wherefore was it given thee ; but that 
thou mighteſt ſtretch it out to the aſ. 
ſiſtance of thy brother? 

Why of all things living art thou 
alone made capable of bluſhing ? The 
world ſhall read thy ſhame upon thy 
face, therefore do nothing ſhamefal, 

Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy 
countenance of its ruddy ſplendour ? 
Avoid guilt, and thou ſhalt know that 
fear is beneath thee, that diſmay is un- 
manly. 

Wherefore to thee alone ſpeak ſha- 
dows in the viſions of thy pillow ? Ke- 
verence them ; for know that dreams 
are from on high. 

Thou man alone can ſpeak ; wonder 
at thy glorious prerogative, and pay to 
him who gave thee ſpeech a rational 
and welcome praiſe; teach alſo thy 
children wiſdom ; inſtru& the offspring 
of thy loins in piety. 
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CHAP, III. 


THE SOUL OF MAN. 
ITS ORIGIN AND AFFECTIONS, 


HE bleſſings, O man ! of thy ex- 
T ternal part are health, vigour and 
proportion : the greateſt of theſe is 
health. What health is to the body 
eren that is honeſty to the ſoul. 

That thou haſt a ſoul is of all know- 
ledge the moſt certain; of all truths the 
moſt plain unto thee: be meek ; be 
grateful for it; ſeek not to know it 
perfectly; it is inſcrutable. 

Thought, underſtanding, reaſon, 
will; call not theſe thy ſoul; they 
are its actions, but they are not its 
eſſence. 

Raile it not too high that thon be not 
deſpiſed : Be not thou like unto thoſe 
who fall by climbing; neither debaſe it 
to the ſenſe of brutes : nor be thou like 
to the horſe and the mule, in whom 
there is no underſtanding. 
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Search it by its facu:ties ; know it by 
its virtues: they are more in number 
than the haits of thy head; the ſtars of 
heaven are not tobe counted with them, 

Think not with Arabia, that one fou] 
is parted among all men : neither be. 
lieve thou wich the ſons of Egypt, that 
every man hath many: know that ag 
thy heart, fo is thy foul, alto one. 

Doth not the ſun harden the clay? 
doth it not alſo ſoften the wax? As it is 
one ſun that worketh both, even ſo it is 
one ſoul that willeth contraries. 

As the moon retaineth her nature, 
though darkneſs ſpreatl ittelf before her 
face as a curtain; fo the foul remaineth 
perfect even in the boſom of the fool, 

She is immortal: ſhe is unchange- 
able; the is alike in ail : health caticth 
her forth to ſhew her lovelinets; and 
application anointeth her with the oil 
ot wildom. 

Altho' ſhe ſhall live after thee, think 
not th2 was born before thee ; ſhe was 
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created vvith thy fleſh, and formed with 
thy brain, 

Juſtice could not give her to thee ex- 
alted by virtues, nor mercy deliver her 
to thee deformed by vices. Theſe muſt 
be thine, and thou mult anſwer them. 

Suppoſe not death can ſhield thee 
from examination; think not corrup- 
tion can hide thee from inquiry. He 
who formed thee of thou knoweſt not 
what, can he not raiie thee from thou 
knowelt not what again ? 

Perceiveth not the cock the hour of 
midnight; exalteth he not his voice, to 


tell thee when it is morning? Kaoweth 
not the dog the fuoiſteps of his maſter ? 
and flieth not the wounded goat unto 
the herb that healeth him? yet when 
theſe die, their ſpirit returneth to the 


duſt : thine alone ſurviveth. 
Envy not theſe their ſenſes, becauſe 
quicker than thine own ; learn that the 
alvantage lieth not in poſſeſſing good 
things, but in the Knowledge how to 

ule them, ; 
u 4 Hadſt 
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Hadſt thou the ear of the ſtag; ot 
were thine eye as ſtrong and piercing WM do 
as the eagle's ; didſt thou equal the Ml <a 
hound in ſmell; or could the ape reſign , 
to thee his taſte; or the tortoiſe ber M the 
feeling; yet without reaſon what would WM bu: 
they avail thee? Peciſh not all theſe like I gel; 
their kindr ed? fro1 

Hath any one of them the gift of 1 
2 Can any ſay unto thee, Where- MW tem 

ore did I ſo? to b 

The lips of the wile are as the door 
of a cabinet; no ſooner are they open. 
ed, but treaſures are poured out betore 
thee. 

Like unto trees of gold arranged in 
beds of filver, are wiſe ſentences utter« 
ed in due ſeaſon. 

Canſt thou think too greatly of thy 
foul; or can too much be ſaid in iu 
praile ? It is the image of him who 

ve it, 

Remember thou its dignity for ever; 
forget not how great a talent is com i 
mitted to thy charge, 

What. 
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; Of Whatſoever may do may alſo 
ing do harm: beware that direct its 
the WM courſe to virtue. 
ſign Think not that thou canſt loſe her in 
ber I the crowd : ſuppoſe not that thou canſt 
ould WI bury her in x6 cloſet : action is her 
like WF delight, and ſhe will not be withheld 
: from it. 
t of Her motion is perpetual ; her at- 
iert · I tempts are univerſal: her agility is not 

to be ſuppreſs d: is it at the uttermoſt 
ort of the earth ? ſhe will have it: is 
pen it beyond the region of the ſtars ? yet 
tore WM will her eye diſcover it, 

Inquiry is her delight: as one who 

d in ¶ traverſeth the burning ſands in ſearch 
tter · Not water, ſo is the ſoul that thirſteth 

after knowledge. 
f thy M Guard her, for ſhe is raſh; reſtrain 
in iu Wher; for the is irregular : correct her, for 


ſhe is outrageous : more unſtable is ſhe 
han water; more flexible than wax; 
more yielding than air ; is there aught 
en can bind her? 
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As a ſword in the hand of a mad. 
man; even ſo is the ſoul to him who 
wanteth diſcretion. 

The end of her ſearch is truth; her 
means to diſcover it are reaſon and 
experience; but are not theſe weak, 
uncertain and fallacious? how then 
ſhall ſhe attain unto it? 

General opinion is no proof of truth, 
for the generality of men are ignorant, 

Perception ef thyſelf; the knowledge 
of him who created thee ; the ſenſe of 
the worſhip thou owelt unto him; are 
not theſe plain before thy face ? and 
behold ! what is there mere that man 
ncedeth to know ? 
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ak, 
then S the eye of the morning to the 


lark ; as the ſhade of the evening 
uth, Mo the owl ; as honey to the hee, or as 
he e to the vulture; even ſuch i is 
e unto the heart of man. 
Tho' bright it dazzleth not; tho 
ure hblcure it difpleaſerh not; tho' ſweet it 
* not; tho” corrupt it forbiddeth 
yet who is he that knoweth us 
ru > wks ? 
Learn to eſteem life as thou ought- 
; then art thou near the pinnacle of 
iſdom. 
Think not with the fool that nothing 
more valuable; nor believe with the 
tended wife, that thou oughteſt to 
demn it: love not life for itlelf, but 
rthe good it may be of to others. 
Gold cannot buy it fer thee : neither 
| mines of diamonds purchale y_ 
t 
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the moment thou haſt now loſt of it; 

loy thy ſucceeding ones in virtue, 
wo not that it were beſt not to hays 
been born, or if born, that it had beer 
beſt to die early; neither dare thou tc 
aſk of thy Creator, Where had bee 
the evil had I not exiſted ? Good is 
thy power: the want of good, is evi 
and if thy queſtion be jult, lo! it con 
- . demneth thee. | 
Would the fiſh ſwallow the bait iff 
he knew the hook was hid therein 
Would the lion enter the toils if h. 
ſaw they were prepared for him? 
neither were the foul to periſh with thi 
clay, would man wiſh to live; neithedllh 
would a merciful God have created 
2 : know hence thou ſhalt live af 
erward, 

As the bird encloſed in the cage be 
fore he ſeeth it, yet teareth not hi 
fleſh againſt its ſides; ſo neither labou 
thou vainly to run from the ſtate tho 
art in, but know it is allotted thee 
and be content with it, | 

Thong 
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fi Though its ways are uneven, yet are 
vue, N tey not all painful; accommodate thy- 

elt to a!l ; and where there is leaſt ap- 
yearance of evil, ſuſpe& the greateſt 
u anger. 

When thy bed is ſtraw, thou fl 

in lecurity; but when thou ſtretcheſt 
thyſelf on roſes beware of the thorns. 
A good death is better than an evil 
i ; rive to live therefore as long as 
ou oughteſt, not as long as thou 
anſt : while thy life is to others worth 
ore than thy death, it is thy duty to 
reſerve it. 
Complain not with the fool of the 
Whortneſs of thy time; remember that 

th thy days thy cares are ſhortened. 
Take from the period of thy life the 
1 of it, and what remain; 
Wi? Take off the Time of thine in- 
Wncy, the ſecond infancy of age, thy 
ep, thy thoughtleſs hours, thy days 
 bekneſs ; and even at the fulneſs of 
8, how few ſeaſons haſt thou truly 
nbered, | | 

| He 
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He who gave thee life as a bleſſing, 


ſhortened it to make it more fo ; tg 


what end would longer life have ſerve 
thee ? whitheſt thou to have had an op. 
portunity of more vaces ? as to the goud, 
will not he who limited thy ſpan be fl. 
tisfied with the fruits of it? 

To what end, O child of ſorrow! 
would'ſt thou live longer? to bceaths, 
to cat, to ſee the world? all this chou 
haſt done often already ; too frequen 
repetition, is it not tireſome! or is it 
not ſuperfluous ? 

Wouldſt thou improve thy wiſdo 
and thy virtue; alas! what art thou u 
know? or who is it that ſhall teac 
thee ? badly thou employeſt the littl 
thou haſt ; dare not theretore to com 
plain that more is not given tice, 

Repine not at the wantot knowled.: 
it mult periſh with thee in the grave 
be honeſt here, thou ſhall be wile here 
atter. 

8 y not unto the crow, why number 
eſt thou ſeven times the age of thy lord 
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er to the fawn, why are thine eyes to ſee 
ny offspring to an hundred generations: 
xr; theie to be compared with thee in the 
thale of life? are they riotous ? are 
tiey cruel? are they ungrateful ? learn 
tom then rataer, that innocence of life, 
aud ſimplicity of manners are the paths 


g, 

tg 
ved 
op- 
Jud, 


la- 


ow be a good od age. 

ne, Kno eſt thou to 5 life better 

chou dan thete ? then lets of it may ſutfice 
thee. 


uem 
7 nan, who dares enſlave the world, 
wien he Knows that he can enjoy his 
ClonMtyranny but for a moment; what would 
ou take not aim at were he immortal, 
teac Enough haſt thou of life, but thou 
It Mregardett not; thou art not in want of 
com O man! but thou art prodigal; thou 
ro weſt it 11 zutly away, as if thou hadit 
led ere than enough; and vet thou re- 
rare Wiocic chat it is not gathered again unto 
here ee. | 
Know that it is not abundance which 
mberFuketh rich, but Economy, ö 


dard a The 
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The wife continueth to live from his 
firſt period; the fool is always beginning, 

Labour not af.er riches firſt, and 
think thou afterwards wilt enjoy them; 
he who negleQeth the preſent moment, 
| throweth a ay ali that he hath : as the 
arrow paſſeth through the heart, while 
the warrior knew not that it was com- 
ing ; ſo ſhall his life be taken away be. 
fore he knoweth that he hath it. 

What then is life, that man ſhould 
defire it? and what is breathing, that 
he ſhould covet it? 

Is it not a ſcene of deluſion ? a ſeries 
of miladventures ? a purſuit of evils 
linked on all ſides together? In the be. 
ginniug it is ignorance, pain is in its 
middle, and its end is ſorrow. 

As one wave puſheth on another, til 
both are involved in that behind them; 
even ſo ſucceedeth evil to evil in the li 
of man; the greater and the preſent 
ſwallow up the leſſer and the paſt; Ou 
terrors are real evils; our expecta 
tions look forward into improbabilit s 

Foc 
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Fools, to dread as mortals ; and to 
defire as it immortal! 

Wat port of lite is it that we would 
with to renmin with us ? Is it youth ? 
Cain we he in love with outrage, licen- 


the MW tioulncis and temerity ? Is ita, e? Then 
bile WH are ww fond of infiemities. 


Om * 


be. 


It is tan grey hairs are revered, and 
in ent ot days is honour, Vu tue 
cu 4d! ,sꝗnc t um boomof youth; 


ould nd withont it ave plants more wrinkles 
tha in the tou than on the ſorchead. 

[s age reſpected becauſe it hateth 
ſeries rot? hat juſtice is in this? when it 
erik not age defpiletn plealure, but plea- 
e be · ure that defp ſetu age. 
in iu Be virtuous wle thou art young, fo 

[0a] chine age be honoured, 
r, till 
hem; 
he lit 
reſent 
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BOOK II. 


al 
Alan confidered in regard to his Infirmities ard a 
their F ffefts. 

co 

w/ 

Wi. 

4 

CHAP. 1. > 

VANITY. lla 

* 

NCONSTANCY is powerful ine ne. 

heart of man; intemperance ſu ayeth * 

1 whether it wilt; deſpair mgroſſeth A 

much ot it; and tear proclammeth, Be. fre! 

hold [ Gt unrivalled therein; but vanity. 

is eyon« ti.em all. . 

Weep rot therefore at the ca ami 1. 
of the buman ltc; rather {mie at its 


$0118. 15 t! E hu 2.8 ct the man Mm 
Git! to vanity, lie 18 but ue ſhiado 
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The hero, the molt encwned of hu- 
man characies, what is he bu a bub bole 
of this weanels ? the publ-c is undable 
and ung ratctul! why, inouiyi tie man 
ef viidoin enuanger hunteit tor fouls ? 

The man who neglecteta his preteat 
concerns, to revolve ho he + il} vehave 
when he is greter, feedeth hunſelt with 
wind while his bread is eaten by another. 

Act as become ti tlie in thy prelent 
ſativi: z and in a n.ore exalied one tou 
ſhalt not be athamed. 

What viindeth tne eye, or what hideth 
the heart of a man trom himielf, ike va- 
nity? lo! when thou ſeeit not r1yleit, 
then othei's d:ilcuver thee moit pla:nly. 

As the tulip that is gavdy without 
fel], confpicu.us ino ug; to is 
the man woo lctietn hunt u on 1'ghy 
and h..th no merit. : 

The heat of che vain is troubled 
while it ſecmeth content: his cores are 
greater than his pleatures. 

His ſolicitude cannot reſt w'th his 
nes: the grave is not deep enough to 

12 hide 
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hide it; he extendeth bis thoughts he. 
yond his being; he belpeaketh praiſe, 
to be paid when he is gone: but who, 
promiſeth it, deceiveth him. 

As the man who engugeth his wife to 
remain in widowhood, that ſhe diſturb 
not his {oul ; ſo is he who expecteth that 
praiſe ſhall reach his ears beneath the 
earth, or cheriſh his heart in its ſhroud, 

Do well whilit thou liveſt; but regard 
not what is ſaid of it: content thyſelf 
with deſerving praiſe, and thy poſterity 
ſnall rejoice in Learing it. 

As the butterfly, who ſeeth not her 
own coſours; as the jaſſamine which 
ſcenteth not the oùour itcaſteth around; 
fo is the man who appeareth gay, and 
biddeth others to take note of it. 

To what purpole, ſaith he is my vel- 
ture of gold, to what end are my tables 
filled with daintics, if no eye gaze upon 
them, if the world know it not? Give 
thy raiment to the naked, and thy food 
unto the hungry; ſo ſhall thou be praiſed, 


and ſhalt feel that thou deſerveſt it. 
Why 
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Why beſtoweſt thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words? thou 
knowelt that when returned unto thee 
thou regardeit it not. He knoweth he 
lieth unto tlice; yet he knoweth theu 
wilt thank him for it. Speak in ſin- 
cerity, and thou ſhalt hear with inſtrue- 
tion, . 
T he vain delighteth to ſpeak of him- 
{-If ; but he ſeeth not that others like 
rot to hear him. | 

It he hath done any thing worthy of 
praile; it he poſſeſs that which is wor- 
thy of admiration; his joy is to proclaim 
it; his pride is to hear it reported, 
The deſire of ſuch a man defeateth it- 
ſeit ; men fay not, Benold he hath done 
it; or ſee he poſſeſſeth it, but, Mark 
now proud he is of it. 

The heart of man cannot attend at 
once to mony things: he who fixeth 
lis foul on ſhew, loteth reality: he pur- 
lueth bubbles which break in their 
licht, while he treadeth to carth what 
would do him honour, 

13 CHAP. 
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CHAP. 11. 
p 
INCONSTANCY, 0 
t. 
ATURE urgeth thee to incon- ns 
ſtancy, O men! tNeretore Titard to 
thyſelf. at all times again ſt it. th 
Thou art from the womb of thy mo- n 
ther various atd wavering; from the - 
Joins of thy father inheritett thou inſt- et 
bility : how then ſhalt thou bz Hrn; th 
I hoſe who gave thee a body furniſh- WM de 
ed it with weaknets ; but he who gare 5 5 
thee a ſoul, armed thee with reſolution: ¶ nei 
employ it and thou art wile ; be wit F 
and thou art happy. TY 
Let him wy 10 doeth well, beware how gra 
he boaſteth of it; for rarely is it ot his P 
own will. TY 
Is it not the event of an impulſe puh 
from without ? born of uncertainty; 


entorced 


t his 


pulſe 
laty; 
or ced 
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enforced by accident; dependent on 
ſomewhat elſe? to thele then, and to 
accident is the praiſe due. 

Beware of irreſolution in the intent 
of thy actions; beware of inſtability in 
the execution; ſo ſhalt tho triumph 
over two great tailings of thy nature. 

Wat reproache th reaſon more than 
to act contrarieties ? what can ſuppreſs 
the tendencies of theſe, but firmneſs of 
miad ? | 

The inconftant feeleth that he chang- 
eth, hut he knoweth not why; he ſceth 
tht he efcap*th from himſelf, but he 
pcervern not how: be thou incapable 

of change in that which is rignt; and 
men wil] rely upon thee 

Eſtabliſn unto thy ſelf principals of 
action; and ſce that thou ever act ac- 
ding to them. 

Firit know that thy prineiples are 
juſt; and then he thou inflexible in the 
puh of them. 

So ſhall thy paſſions have no rule 
ver thee : ſo ſhalt thy confiancy en- 

14 ſure 
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ſure unto thee the good thou poſſeſſeſ ] 

and drive from thy door misfortune; ! 
_ anxiety and diſappointment ſhall be 

ſtrangers to thy gates. 0 

Sutpect not evil in any one, uni i 
thou ſceſt it: when thou ſeeſt it fur X 
it not. : 

Whoſo hath been an enemy, canrat b] 
be a.iriend ; for man mendeth not of MI d. 
his faults. 

How thould his actions be right who MI 35 
hath no rule of life? Nothing can be be 
Juſt which proceedeth not from reaſon, 

The inconſtant hath no peace in is pt: 
ſoul ; neither can any be at eaſe, whom be 
he concerneth himſelt with. rac 

His life is unequal : his motions are MW be! 
Irregular : his ſoul changeth with the MW ei 
weather. wi} 

To- day he loveth thee: to-morrow Ml and 
thou art deteſted by hun: and why? be; 
Himſelf knoweth not wherefore he 1 
loved, or wherefore he now hated. then 

To-day he is the tyrant ; to-morrow . £ 

ei 


thy ſervant is lets kumbie 3 and why? 
He 
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He who is arrogant without power, will 
de lervile where there is no lubjeCtion, 

To- day he 1s profuſe; to-morrow he 
gudgeth unto his mouth that which it 
ſnon'd eat; thus it is with him that 
knoweth not moderation. 

Who ſhall fay of the camelion, he is 
black, u hen the moment after, the ver- 
dure of the graſs over-tpreadeth him ? 

Who ſhall ſay of the inconftant, he 
is joy ful; when his next breath ſhall 
be ſpent in ſighing? 

What is the lite of ſuch a man but the 
phantom of a dream ? In the morning 
he rifeth happy; at noon he is on the 
rack; this hour he is a god; the next 
below a worm; one moment he laugh- 
ein; the next he weepeth.— He now 
witieth ; in an inſtant he willeth not; 
and in another he knoweth not whether 
he willeth or no. 

Vet neither eaſe nor pain have fixed 
hemſelves on him; neither is he wax= 
ed g: cater, or become leſs; neither hath 
he had cauſe for laughter, nor reaſen 
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for his ſorrow : therefore ſhall none of 
tiem abide with him. 

The happineſs of the inconſtant is a; 
a pa wht on the ſurface of the ſand; 
the blowing of the wind carrieth way 
its foundation: vrhat wonder then that 
it falleth? 


But what exalted form is this, thit 
hitherward directs its even, its unirter. 
rupteu courſe ; Wille foot is on the 
earth, whote head above the clouds? 

On his brow fiteth majeſty ; ſteadi. 
nels is in his port; and in his heart 


re nach tranquill. ty. 

1bou-h obftacls 2ppear in the way, 
he deigneth not to look down upon 
them: thou; heaven and earth oppole 
his paſſage, he proceedeth. 

The mouniains hk beneath his 
tread : the w:1c15 of tac ocean are dried 
up under thr {ole ot his toot. 

The tier throverh herſelf acroſs his 
way ii van; the ipots of the leopard 


glow againit him unre garded. 
He 
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He marche«th through the embattled 
ſegions ; with his haad he putteth afide 
the terrors of death. 

Sto: ms roar againſt his ſnoulders, bat 
are not able to ſhake them: the thunder 
burſteth over his head in van: the 
I-htning ſerveth bat to ſhew the glo- 
nes of his countenance. : 

His name is Re/olution ! he cometh 
from the utmoſt part of tue carth : he 
ſeth happineſs afar off before him: his 
eye dilcovereth her temple beyond the 
limits of, the vole, 

Hz walketh up to it; he entercth 
boldly 3 and he remaineth there for 
ever. 


Eſt :bIiſh thy heart, O man!] in that 
wich IS rigut, and then know the 
greateſt of human praiſe is to be im- 
mutable, 
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| AIN and inconſtant as thou ar; 

O child ot jmpertetion ! hoy 
canſt thou be but weak ? 1s not incon- 
ſtancy connected with frailty ! can ih 
be vanity without infirmity ? avoid the 
danger of the one; and thou ſhalt c{caje 
the miſchict of the other. 

Whercin art thou moſt weak ? In 
that wherein thou ſeemeſt molt ſtrong: 
in that wherein moſt thou glarieſt: cen 
in polleſſing the thing which thou haſt; 
in uling the 7004 that is about thee, 

Are not thy deſires allo frail ? or 
knoweſt thou even what it is thou 
would{t wiſh; When thou haſt ob— 
tained what moſt thou ſoughteſt after, 
behold it contenteth thee not. 

Wherefore loſeth the pleaſure that 
is before thee its reliſh ? and why ap- 
peareth that which is yet to come, th: 

ſv ceter? 
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weter? becauſe thou art wearied with 
he good of this, becauſe thou knoweſt 
ot the 2vil of that which is not with 
tee, Know that to be content is to 
e happy. 
Couldit thou chuſe for thyſelf ; would 
by Creator lay before thee all that 
une heart could aſk for, would happi- 
es then remain with thee ? or would 
oy dwell always in thy gates ? 

Alas! thy weaknels torbiddeth it? 
by infirmity declaretu againſt it. Va- 
ety is to thee in the place of pleaſure; 
but that which permanently delight- 
th, muſt be permanent, 

When it is gone, thou repenteſt the 
oſs of it; tho' while it was with thee, 
ou deſpiſedſt it. 

That which ſucceedeth it, hath no 
nore pleaſure for thee ; and thou after- 
rds quarreleſt with "thyſelf tor pre- 

fring it: behold the only circum- 
tance in which thou erreſt not. 

Is there any thing in which thy weak - 

tels appeareth more than in defiring 
things ? 
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things? it is in the poſſeſſing, and i 
the uling them. 

Goud thing 8 often ceaſe to beg F000 
in our enjoyment oi them; what natur 
meant to be pure tweets, ae ſources d 
bitterneſs to us: from our delight 
ariſe pain; from our joys ſorrow. 

Be moderate in thy enjoyment z and 
it ſhall remain in thy pollclion ; Jetth 
joy be tounded cn reiton ; and to its 
end ſha!l torrow be a ſtranger. 

The elights ot love are uihered ind 
ſighs, and they terminate in languiſ. 
ment and dejcet ou: the object thou 
burneſt for nauſcates with {itiery ; ; and 
no ſooner hadit tu poſietied it but 
thou wert weary of its preſence, 

Join eſteem to thy acmiration z unite 
friendſhip with thy love; ſo ſhalt thou 
find in the end that content fſurpallth 
raptures ; that tianquillity is of mote 
wulth than ecſtaty. 

God hath given thee no good with- 
out its admixture ct evil: but he hati 

given 


| HUMAN LIFE, 135 


gizen thee alto the means of throwing 
off the evil from it. 

As oy is not without its allay of pain, 
ſo neitaer is ſoi row without its portion 
ef plealure. Joy and grief, tho' unlike, 
are united: our own choice only can 
give them to us entire, 

Melancholy itſelf often giveth de- 
light: and the ext: emity of joy is ming- 
ld with tears. 

The beſt things in the hand of a fool 
may be turned to his deſtruction : and 
out of the worit the wile will find the 
means oi good. 

do blended is weakneſs in thy nature, 
O man ! that thuu haſt no ſtrenę th ei- 
tier to be good or to be evil entirely: 
rejoice that thou canſt not excel in evil: 
and let the good that is within thy 
tach content thee, 

The virtues are allotted to various 
ſtations : lock not alter impcſidilities, 
nor grieve chat thou canit not poſſeſs 


them all. 
Wouldſt 
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Woul:iſt thou at once have the libe. 
rality of the rich, and the contentment 
of the poor ? or ſhould the wite of thy 
boſom be deſpiſed becauſe ſhe ſheweh 
not the wirtues ot the widow ? 

If thy father link before thee in the 
diviſions of thy country, can at once 
thy juſtice deſtroy him, and thy duty 
fave his lite? 

If thou behold thy brother in th: 
agonies ct a flow death, is it not mercy 
to put a period to his life? and is it nat 
alſo death to be his murderer ? 

Truth is but one; thy doubts are of 


thine own raiſing : kewao made virtues 
what they are, planted alto in thee 1 
know.edge of their pre-eminence : in. 
form thy 10ul, and act as that dictates 
to thee 3 and the end ſhall be always 
right, 
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CHAP, IV. 


OF TRE INSUFFICITXCY OP 
KENOWLUEBDGE, 


F there is any thing lovely; i 
is any thing deßr 4h es it 
thin 8 ': ith 12 1 the 

wort ay ot pr "iſe, | 13 
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Fes 1 ſnian proslafmeth that he 


rule 91 Tat - 05 CZ 61 
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e of it: bat andeth the 
it? 

tr = litite io man; neither 

neceſlary to b: tolrated x 

many erus are permitted by 

e Cen. iu an ce o ot the! laws? how 3 

I'CS committed! WE tae a: *CI'CES of ne 
Nc; ? : 

But be wiſe, O ruler 1 ond learn, O 

1 that are to command the natiens! 

ie crime author.tcd oy tice is worle 

K than 
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thin the eſcape of teh from puniſh. 
nicht. 

Whei dre numero; 
won thy a 1:creale about thy tie 
ſcindeſt th 


14 F a a 
 \/ 1% 4 * * - » 14 P * 1 1888 
innocant 3 ii 10 * ) l 1. bete tt * 1 L 9. 


— 
2 
OI 


Ct him horn tiiev have nc l Often 1 | , 


Fall A. 13 
* \ - 1 * 19 4 2 0 ; 
It the obiet of thy deſires demandul 


E . * 47 * : A - a > ] 
the tives of a thouſand, ſavelt thou na, h1 
- - 
. x 5 — $* * * 6 3 \ 
I ** 11 have it 141 ov thou rorcet', be 
"i 3 4 LN af E : } le 
mat ne who criateq thee, created ali 


t 7 IM FO. ! FY. 4 PL 10 hb: 1 4 20 ent - 
5 kw MG 18 110 TICH as 


161. 3 GALLANG Giewb Cilwb 
thine, 
1 „ FA 18 ? +4 a iS df n ha 
vaycit thou tu ut ice CANNA de 
executed wunout wraug? furely thine 
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own words c 5 mn tizee, Fa 
Thou who ſlattereſt v ich falſe hopes . 

* . ' 1 16 | 

the criminal, that he may confeſs lus | 
guilt: art thou rot unto him a crimi- ten 

* al f Or 15 ty 20277" ihe leis beca zulc Ne Five 
*» yy ' Jo 2 * „ . 

When than commandett to the ty w.. 

ty:- yn wh * 7 « ſv{pected of 1, 1 


dareſt thou ta rc r that ther 
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Is thy purpcſe antwered by the 
ern ? is thy toul fatisfed with his con- 
chen? Pain well entorce him to iay 
Wirtes not, as caly as what is: and 
2 hath cauled wnocence to ac-— 

ate ic herfelt, 

1 hat thou mayeſt not kill him with 
out cauſe, thou doſt worſe than kill 
hin: that thou mayſt prove whether ke 
be gufhy, thou Geltroyelt him innocents 

O bindnets to all truth? O iminivuitt- 
_ of the wüdom of the wile! 
know when thy Judge ſhall hid tee 
account for this; then ſhalt thou with 
ten thoutand guily to have gone free, 
rather th n one innocent to tand forth 
azainl t! ICC. 

Intolſicient as thau art to the main. 
tenance of jultice, how ſhalt thou ar- 
rive at the knowledge of truth ? how 
ſuult thou z2ſcend to the footitep of her 
throne? 

Aus the owl is blinded by the radiance 
of the lun, fo hall the bright counte- 

K 2 nance 
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nance of truth dazzle thee in thy ap- 
proaches, 

It thou wouldſt mount up into her 


7 
throne, firſt bow thyfelf at her foot. 
ftool ; if thou weulau arrive at the " 
knowledge of her, fiſt intorm thylcif b 
of thine on ignorance. 

More worth is ſhe than pearls, there. m 
fore ſeck her carefully 3 the emerald, ve 
and the ſapphire, and the rub, are as ſti 
dirt beneatu her feat; theretvic purive WM 61 
her manfuliy. ne 

The way to her is labour; attention ao 
is the pilot that muſt conduct thee int) 
her ports: but weary not in the wer; ut 
tor when thou art arrived at her, tue All 
toil hall be to thee for pleature, not 

Say not umo thyſelt, behold trot! \ 
breedeth hawed, and 1 will avoid it: tho! 
diſſimulation raitcth friends, and 1 will beh. 
follow it: ue nut tlie chenies med face 
by tuti better thay the iizends ob- ceiy, 

] tained by ilactery. pent 
1 Naturaliy dotn man detire the truth, bon. 
: yet when it is before him, he will no: T 

| a, Pi- 


play 
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apyrehend it: and if it force itſelf up- 
on him, is he not offended at it? 

T be fault is not in truth, for that is 
amiahle: but the weokneſs of man 
beareth not its ſplendour. 

Wouldſt thou ſee thine inſufficieney 
more plainly ; view thyſelf at thy de- 
votions ! To what end was religion in- 
ſtituted, but to teach thee thine in- 
frmities z to remind thee of thy weak- 
nels ; to ſhew thee that from heaven 
one thou art to hope for good? 

Doch it not remind thee that thou art 
duſt; doth it not tell thee that thou art 
aſhes ? And behold repentance ! is it 
not built of frailty ? 

When thou giveſt an oath 3 when 
thou ſweareſt thou wilt not deceive z 
behold it ſpreadeth ſhame upon thy 
lace, and upon the face of him that re- 
caveth it: learn to be juſt, and re- 
pentance may be forgotten, learn to be 
loneſt, and oaths are unneceſſary. 

The jhorter follies are the better: 
ſy not therefore to thyſelf, I will not 
play the fool by halves. 

K 3 He 
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He that heoreth his own faults with 
patjence, ſhall reprove another with 
Doll, I; els, 

He that giveth a denial w th reaſon, 
ſlall ſuffer a repulte with moderat ien. 

If thon art fuſpeCte: , anſwer wit! 
freedom ; whom ſhall {u{picion al- 
fright except tlc oniity ? 

The tender of heart is turne« from 
His purpoſe by ſupplications; the proud 
is rendered more ob{tinitc by entreaty; 
the ſenſe of thine in ſufficicney com- 


mandetk thee to near; but to be wh 


tou muſt hear without thy pailions, 
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CAP. v. 
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TWWEBLE and inflifhcient as thou 


ö 1 T | 

1 5 O nul! in good; 
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is { ete a iin in which thon art ſtron 


unſha! 


it reitet; without the: there 18 
Hung ot ic; and behold, what is its 
durce, but thine own paſlions? f 

Ile 0 2 
rea/on to fubJue them; exert it, an! 
tou ſhalt trampie them une ler thy fcet. 

I hine entrance 1 the world, is it 
not tha: acful; thy deſtruction, is it not 
glocious? lo! en adorn the inſtru— 
ments of death with gold and gems, 
214 wear them ab We their garments. 

1:c who bhegettetn a man  hideth his 
face ; but he who Rilleth a thouland is 
honoured. 


K 4 Know 


rail and 
ure; yet 


a; 
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raveilice theſe, cave thee alſo 


nature of truth; neither 
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Know thou notwithſtanding that in 
this is error: cuſtom cannot alter the 
an the Cb. 
nion of man dcs juttice: the glory 
2nd the 1115 LC due milplaced. 

r 1e is b. tolle Way for man to be 


produced : there ware à thouſand by 


"which hein ay be © cltroxed. 


honour to him 
: by dri 


Ihcre is no praiſe or 
v ho giveth bein to another 
un! Me $-and em pire ave the rewards ct 
murder. 

Ye! he who 1 
as many br: _ : a dhe who bath 
taken away „e lite of another, ſho! 
NUT c 


* "Y * 1 ew" 
aun man children hath 


11 18 en. 

hie the tage curſe! 
his ſon, ard bictloth the 
father, doi le net cali hin 


fter ? 

4% 3 . »4 * "1 4 oh 7 
99 4M of CV1IL1LS Allotted Unto man; 
but he maketli it more While he la. 
mente th it. 

Tice greateſ of all human ills is for. 
row: too much vi this thou art Lom 
unte; 
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unto; add net unto it by thine own 
perve tenets, 

G-ict is natural to thee, and is al- 
ways about ther; pleaſure is a ſtranger, 
and vitieth thee but at t mes: uſe well 
thy regten, and forrow ſhall be caſt be- 
hind thce : be prudent, : and the vitts 
of joy ſtiall remam long with thee. 

Eycry part of thy frame is capable of 
ſor e: but few and narrow are the 
paths that lead to delight. 

Feature: can be admitted only im- 
ply ; but pains ruſh in a thouſand at a 
1. 

As the blaze of ſtraw fadeth as ſcon 
as it is k. vated ; ; fo puſleth away the 
brighite!t of ivy, and thou Kknowelt 
NU! A bat 15 be (ne 01 it. 

Som OW is {4 CUENT 1-leaſure is rare 3 
pain cometh cj. wiel; dehght muſt be 
puche led: grief is unmixed ; but joy 
wanicth noi its. ally of bitter neſs. 

As the ſoundeſt health is leis per- 
voi than the l iteſt maladay, lo the 

highett 
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higheſt joy touches us leſs deep, tha 
the (malleit forrow. 

We arein love withanguiſh, z we often 
fly from pleaſure: when we purchals 
It, coſteth it not more than it is v orth? 

Reflection is the buſineſs of man: 
ſenle of his ſtate is his firit duty: bl 
who remembereth himſelf in joy? i; 
it not in mercy then that (urrow is al. 
lotted unto us? 

Man foreſeeth the evil that is to 
come: he remembreth it when it 
p aſt; he conlidercth not that th: 
thou: ht of affliction woundeth deeper 
than the atHiction nt a : think wt 
thy pain but wen it is upon thee, and 
Yhou alt avoid what mott would hurt 
thce. 

He who weeneth before he neee, 
wezpeih more than he need-th ; and 
why ? but that he lovett werping. 

The liars werp etl rot tall the {pear 
is lifted up aganit him; nor do the 
tears of the beaver fall till the nound is 
ready to {ſeize him: man auticip. atet! 

death 


ical 
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death by the apprehenſion of it; and 
the fear is rc. ater milcry than the event 


jtlelf. | 

Be alwav Prepare to give an accoimt 
of thing actions, and the beſt death 1s 
that wich is the leaſt premeditated, 


CHAP, Vl 


OF JUDGMENT, 


"HE 9 
Py 13 b — e tu 
As the torrent that rolleta down the 
mountains, deftroveth ail that is borne 
away by it; ſo doth common op! nion 
oreru helm fcaſon, in hin who ſubs 
mitteti to it, wahout fay.ng, what 13 
thy foundacion ? 
See that what thon receiveſt as truth 
be not the hado v of it ; what thou ace 
knows 
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knowledgeſt as convincing is often but 
plauſib.e : be firm ; be ccnſtant ; de. 
termine for thyſelf; ſo ſhalt thou bean. 
ow able only for thine own weakheſs. 

Say not that the event proveth the 
wiſdom of the action: remember man 
is not above the reach of accidents, 

Condemn nct the judgment of an. 
other, becauſe it differeth from thine 
own: may noteven both bein an error? 

Wiien thou eſteemeſt a man for his 
titles, and contemneſt the ſtranger be. 

auſe he wanteth them; judgeſt thou 
not of the camel by his bridle ? 

Think not thou art revenged of thine 
enemy wien thowſlayclt him : thou put- 
teſt him beyond thy reach; thou giveſt 
him quiet; and thou takelt from thy- 
{cit all means of hurting him. 

Vas thy mother 4ncentinent, and 
grieveth it thee to be told of it? is trailty 
in thy wife, and art thou pained at the 
reproach of it? he who defpiſeth thee 
for it, condemneth himfclt : art tou 
aniwerable tor ihe vices of another? 
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Diſregard not a jewel becauſe thou 

ſelleſt it; neither enhance thou the 
value of a thing becauſe it is another's: 
policſt'on to the wile addet!: to the price 
ot it. 

Lonour not thy wife the Jeſs becauie 
ſie is in thy power: and deſpiſe him 
tnat hath ſaid, Wouldſt thou love her 
[is ? marry her! What hath put her 
11:0 thy pow er, but her conidence in 
tar virtue? Snouldùſt thou love her lets 
lor being een to her ? 

It thou vert quit 1; 1 57 courtſhip of 
her; tho' thou nez1-$tet her while 
thou hatt her, yet fall her lols be bit- 
ter to thy toul, 

He who thinketh another beſt only 
becauſe he potleſicth her; 3 if he be not 
wiſer than thee, at leaſt he is more 
BP 


Weigh not the loſs thy friend hath 
luticred by the tcars he theddeth ; the 
greateit gi iets are oft above theſe ex- 
pions of them. 


Eſteem 
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Eſteem not an aQion becauſe it ig 
done with noiſe and join: the novlej 
foul is that which doth great things aud 

is not mod in the doing them. : 

Fame aſtonitheth the car of him who 
heareth it; but tranquillity rejoiceth the 
heart that is poſieficd of it. 

Atrthute not the good ations of an. 
other to bad caules ; thou canſt notknoy 
his heart; but the work! will Know by 
titis, that thine is jull of envy. | 

T ere is not in hypecriiy more vice 
than tully : to be honeſt is 2s cily as 10 
ſcem ſo. 

Ee more ready to acknowledge i he. 
nefit, than io revenge an infury; ſo ſhalt 
thou have more bunents taan injurics 
done unto ther. 

he more ready to love than to hate; 
ſo ſhalt thou be loved by more than hate 
thee. 

Be willing to command, and be ſlow 
to cenſure; ſo ſhall praile be upon tay 
virtues, and the eye of enmity ſhall be 
blind to thy imper icons, 


Wen 
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When thou doſt gocd, do it becauſe 
tis good; not b. cauſe men eſteem it: 
when thou avoideſt evil, fly it becauſe 
tis evil; not becaute men ſpeak againit 


oF it: b honeſt for love of honeſty, and 
he cu i t he umformly ſo: he that doth 
e ithout p minCiple ; is wavering. 
Ws Viſh ratier to he reproved by the wile, 
ow 


than to be applauded by him who hath 
po underſtanchng: when they tell thee 
of a fault, they "_— thou canſt im- 
. ore; the other, hen hepraiſeth thce, 
tinketh thee li“ 0 umo da. 


Accept nut an oſuce for which thou 


1 * * 1 1 
he. art pot qua esl 3 En who knoweth 
at more of it diſpiſe thee. 


Inuit not another in that wherein 
thy(elr art ignorant; When he ſceth it, 


tes he all ur Haid Face. 
12 Ey P 1 * 1 } hi 
Us cect not | {r1end" bi ith him who 


bath! in jure 11 Ss: he wats iu! Te: eth the 
wrong may lun give it; Ju he wi do- 
Qi it, it never wilt ben el with him. 
Lay nut too great obligations on _— 
nou witheit to be thy fi St; bchold ! 
the 
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Eſteem not an aKion becauſe it ty 
done with noiſe and p015 : che noh! N 
foul is that which doth grcat ti ings and 
is not moe d in the doing them. 

Fame aitonitheth the car of him who 
heareth i its but tranquiſlity rejoicet! 1 the 
heart that 18 poli. ed of it. 

Aꝛtribute not the good ations of an. 
other to bad cauſes; thou canſt not know 
his heart; but the worl! will Know by 
this, that thine is jull of & ny. 

Tnere is not in hypecriſy more vice 
than tully i to be honeſt is 5 caſy as 0 
ſcem ſo. 

Ee more ready to acknowledge i he. 
nefit, than io revenge an infury; ſo ſhalt 

thou have more benefits taan myurics 
done unto thee. 
he more ready to love than to hate; 
ſo ſhalt thou be loved by more than hate 
thee. 

Be v illing to command, and be flow 
to cenſure ; 1o ſhall pralle be upon tay 

irtues, and the eye of enmity ſhall be 
blind to thy Impcicctions, 
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When thou duſt good, do it becauſe 
f is good; not becauſe men eſteem it: 

hen thou avoideſt evil, fly it becauſe 
tis evil; not becaute men ſpeak againit 
t: b. honeſt for love of honeſty, and 
thou Bratt be unitermly fo: he that doth 
it without principle is wavering. 

Viſhratizer to he reproved by the wile, 
than to be applauded by him who hath 
po underſtanding: when they tell thee 

of a EUUS they up pole thou canſt im- 
prove z the other, hen hepraiſeth thee, 
timketh thee like unto himſelf. 

Accept nut an {ce for which thou 
art not « paliſer $4 10 [- ne who knoweth 
mung 2 11 

aruod not another in that wherein 
hylelf art ignorant; When he ſeeth it, 
be 1 ail up! raid thee. 

Expect not a {riendihipwith him who 
uh in jure! tl 2>: he who ſuſſereth the 
wrong may {orvive it ; hut he wie do- 
ein it, it never will be well with him. 

Lay not too great obligations on him, 
thou withe!t to be thy fr lend; behold! 

the 
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the ſenſe of them will drive him from 
thee : alittle benefit alienateth friend. 
ſlip ; a great one maketh an enemy, 

Nev ertheleſs ingratitude is not in the 
nature of man: neither eis his anger jr. 
reconcileable : he hateth to be putin 
mind of a debt he cannot pay: he is 
aſhamed in the preſence of him whom 
he hath injured. 

Repine not at the good of a ſtranger; 
neither rejvice thou in the evil that be. 
falleth thine enemy: witheſt thou that 
others ſhould do thus by thee, 

Wouliſt thou enjoy the good-will - 
all men; let thine own benevolence 
uniyerial, If taou ohtaineſt it not b 
this, no other means could give it thee; 
and know, though thou hatt it not, thou 
halt the greater pleaſure of having me- 
rited it. 
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CHAP. VII. 
PRESUMPTION, 


3 and mean nes em in com- 

Parahle; but man re con chein 0 91, 

elles: he is at once ne ino. BY Cie 
and the mott arrog: n. of all c ea- 


fu _ is the he of renin 
uric error: 2 it is C 88 
raonin us. 
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mean-v ct others 
Our Crevior bn{-If efcapeth not ovr 
bremsen: how then thatl we be ſafe 
one ane ther. 
nat is tue orig in of Finer 
"ence ariicth falſe wor 1 {OM 
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forces as we ought : we ſoar not hich 
enough in our approaches to God's 
greatneſs : we give not wing enough ty 
our ideas, when we enter into the ao. 
ration of Divinity. 

Man who fears to breathe a whiſper 
againſt his earthly ſovereign, tremble; 
not to arraigu the diſpentations of his 
God: he for getteth his majeſty, and re 
jud-erh his judg:nents. 

He who dareth not repeat the nan 
of his prince without | honour ; ye 
bluſheth not to call that of his Creatc 
to be witneſs to a lye. 

He who would hear the ſentence 
the magiſtrate with ſilence, yet daret 
to plead with the Eternal: he attemyt 
erh to ſooth him with entreaties; to fix 
ter him with promiſes z to agree wi 
him upon conditions; nay, to bra 
2; d murmur at him if his requelt 
noi granted. 

Why art thou not punithed, O nar 
in thy impiety, but that this is nott 
day ot ;etribaution ? 
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h Be not like unto thoſe who fight with 
de thunder, nor dare thou to deny thy 
1M Crca-or thy prayers, becauſe he chat- 
o- ech thee; thy madneſs is on thine 

own head in this : thy impiety hurteth 
ver no one but thyſelf. 

Why boaiteth man that he is the fa. 
yorite of his Maker; yet neglecteth to 
pay his thanks, his a orat ions for it? 
how fuiteth ſuch a life with a belief ſo 
bauglity? 

Man, who is truly but a mote in the 
wide expanſe, believeth the whole earth 
and heaven created for him: he think- 
eh the whole frame of nature hath in- 
tereſt in his well-being, 

As the fool, while tie images tremble 
o a thc botom of the water, thinketh that 
e wil tices, towns and the wide horizon are 

bra caicing to do him pleaſure, ſo man, 
velt Wulije nature performs her deſtined 

courle, believes that all her motions are 
) math but to entertain his eye. 
not i While he courts the rays of the ſun to 
Fara um, he tuppuleih u made only te 

L 2 . 
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be of uſe to him: while he traco!h the 
moon in her mighty path, he! belteveth 
ſhe was created to do him plea! ure, 
Foul to thine own pi ide! be humble! 
m_ thou art not the chu why the 
orld hole i-th its court: for then ar 
= m:Gde the vicifitudes of farmer aul 


iar. 
No chnge woul. follow 10! 
race exiſted not: thou art but one 
ation UI. li Ins tha t are Bleſtecl l 152 it. 
| Fxa!t not thytelt to the heavens, tor 


lo! tlie angels me above the e: nor diſ. 


Gain thy fel ow innabitents of the ct N 
for that they are beneath thee : are th: 
not the work of the fame han? 

Thou who art hau by ile mercy of 
thy Creator, 10 v 4 „ten uin avant 
N- 5 not 181 OT 11 CYE.l tics to torture 
by 1c that it return not upon thee. 

S. re d al! tac {ame unirer il 
NI.terzethee? hath he not 2 intel 
uno c c 15 law? hath he not ca 
eit * elec Vaion ? aud darelt 110 1:01 
linge - it ? 
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Set not thy judgment above that of all 
the earth ; neither condemn as falincod 
v hat grecth not with thine own appre- 
ler non: ho gave thee the power of 
3 for cti:ers : or Who tCok 
trom the work the right of choice? 

Low many tings have becngeicdted 
v Cl are now received as truths ? how 
mn now received As truths ſnall in 
their unn b. d touted? Ot hau Lien can 
man be cer! i? 

Do the good that thou knoweſt, and 
hap; | "= is ſhall Du LN thee ; virtue 18 

WW Þulnts here than wildom. 

0806 d, h. © th * 123 

TH ONCE in WHILE we uner- 

nat then hut our prctaap— 

Amine between them? 

ly belleve what is above our 

chenden or we are prowl to pre- 

ten it, that we may appezu to have un- 

dntencling ; is net this icily and arro— 
Fance! 5 

V ho is It th: at aſñrms moſt boldly 
* 110 1s that! ne! ds 1115 opinion 10 (@ « P 

Ly : lunately ? 
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ſtinately ? even he who hath moſt igno. 
rance ; for he alio hath moſt pride. 
Every man, when he layeth hold cf | 
an opinion defireth to maintain it; but 
moſt of all he who hath molt preſump- 


tion: he contenteth not himſelf to he. 


tray his own ſoul into it, but he wil 
impoſe it on others to believe in it allo, 

Say not that truth is eſtabliſhed by 
years, or that in a multitude of believers 
there is certainty. 

One human propoſition hath as much 
authority as another, if reaſon maketh 
nod the difference. 


00K 


BOOK III. 


0f the AfeTicns of Man which are hurtful te 
Linjelf and otters, 


CHAP, 1. 
COVETOUSNESS, 


ICHES are not worthy a ſtrong 
R attention : an earneſt care of ob- 
tanning them is therefore unjultifiable, 

The deſire of what man calleth good, 
the joy he taketh in poſieſſing it, is 
erounded only in n: take not up 
that from the vulgar; examine the 
worth of things thyſelf, and thou ſhalt 
not be covetous. 

An iminoderate deſire of riches is a 
poiſon lodged in the foul 5 it contami- 
bates and deſtroys every thing that is 
L 4 good 
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n id is no ſcaner rooted there, 
tian all =" re ail ROUT RY „ all nate ral 
ali t ion, fly bcturc the fc of it 

4 ac covetohs Nould iel his cui. dren 
for gold: his pargats might die ere |; 
would open his col, er: ay, he con. 
dlereth not hi. o'r TR rele? of it: lt 
the ſearch of buptacts lic mak him. 
{cu CLHAPPY, 

As the man who ſelleth his hon: 
puchate orn mee fer tec hat- 
nent ot it z eren 10 15 27 Wie Coin 
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poverty? Enoug!: for } is Nec en 
e DUET OL EVELY 1 n: becontent hh + 
„ and thy happinels hal, im le 
loro of him who | capeth up more. 
Jature hathh li- gold beneath theearth, 
as unwor th y to bb: ſeen; ſilver hath the 
0 ce where Lou trampictt under thy 
meancin the not by tis to inform 
geld 18 not worthy regard! 
er is breath thy notice? 
retonirets burieth unler the 
mill one ot wretches : taey dig 
maſters what retuneth 
L y; hat me ket them more 
in ine (2 the r flares. 
1s barren of { O0 things 
er )etir vp treuſure; WAacre 
bowels there no herb 


> findcth not there his 

r the mul: his provender z us 

us of corn laugh not on the ſides 

2 118; as the olive holdeth nat 
irth there her jruits, nor the vine her 
CULTS 3 z Ven ſo no good dwelleth 4 
ing 
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the breaſt of him whoſe heart broodeth 
over his treaſure. 

Riches are ſervants to the wiſe ; but 
they are tyrants over the ſoul of the fool. 

The covetous ſerveth his gold, it ſer. 
veth not him; he poſſeſſeth his wealth 
as the ſick doth a fever; it burneth and 
torturetn him, and will not quit him 
until death. 

Hath not gold deſtroy'd the virtue of 
millions? Did it ever add to the good- 
neſs of any ? 

Is it not moſt abundant with the worſt 
of men? wherefore then ſhouldit thou 
deſire to be diſtinguiſhed by poſſeſſing it? 

Have not the wiſeſt been thoſe who 
have had leait of it; and is not wildem 
happineſs? 

Have not the worſt of thy ſpecics poſ- 
ſeſſed the greateſt portions of it? and 
hath not their end been nuſcrabie ? 

Poverty wanteth many things? but 
covetouſneſs denieth itſelt all. 

T he covetous can be good to no man; 
but he is to none ſo cruct us to himlelt. 


Be 
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Be induſtrious to procure gold ; and 
be generous in the diſpoſal of it: man 
never is ſo happy as when he giveth 
happineſs unto another, 


—— 
CHAP. 11. 


PRO FUSION. 


F there be a vice greater than the 
hoarding up of riches, it is the em- 
ploying them to uſeleſs purpoſcs. 


He that prodigally laviſheth that 
which he hath to ſpare, robbeth the 
poor of what nature giveth him a right 
unto. 

He who ſquandereth away his treaſure 
retuſeth the means to do good; he deai- 
eth himſelf the practice of virtues whoſe 
reward is in their hand: whoſe end is 
no other than his own happinels. 

It is more difficult to be well with 
riches, than to be at eaſe under the want 
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of chem: mas gover neth himſelf much 
cater in poya:y than in wpundance, 
Lesert; red ay ireth but 842 V1: tue (ba- 
ticncc) to I pport it: the rich, it ls 
lavenotc! Ari: yt mperance, prudence, 
and many more, is gu ty, . 
* * oor hath « e good 
oN n ſtate com te.! . "Ih i 178 
imrunecd with Le welfare oi tue * 


giverh away his 
willy giec! n l. s * Zucs: he 


A. 1 
tic [If lei niet } Laws i 31 ere. ile, he: re Lil 0 


onto the ſtranger tat 
eth; deny not unto thy 
7 


that which thou want. it 


* now there is more deli ht in bong 
without what tion halt 5 zen, than in 
pole! Un 11 ilens „nich 97010 knowtk 
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Eroctof revenge is in the wenk- 

neſs of the ſou,: the moſt abject 
224 timerous are the mod addicted to 
N. 

Who torture thoſe they haute, but 
cowars ? Who murder thole they rob, 
bu: woinen ? 

Ihe iccling an injury muſt he pre- 
non S to the reven zing li; 5 but te no- 

e mind diſdaineth to lay it hüfte ge. 

"If the injury is not below 1. 114 tice 
he that doth it unto tine mart him- 
ſe]t ſo: would thou enter the lifts with 
thine inferior ? 

Diſclain the man who g ttempteth 0 
rung thee; conteinn hin „no would 
ewe thee diiquiæs. 

In this thou not only proforve.c tune 
own peace, but ti.cu innicteit 3/t rac 
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puniſhment of revenge, without ſtoop. 
ing to employ it againſt him. 

As the tempeſt and the thunder affe& 
not the ſun or the ſtars, but ſpend their 
fury on ſtones and trees below; ſo in- 
juries aſcend not to the ſouls of the 
great, but waſte themſelves on thoſe 
who offer them. 

Poornets of ſpirit will actuate re. 
venge; greatnels of ſou] deſpiſeth the 
offence ; nay, it doth good unto him 
who intended to have diſturbed it. 

Why ſeekeſt thou vengeance, O man! 
with what purpoſe is it that thou pur. 
ſueſt it? thin!:ett thou to pain tkine ad- 
verſary by it? know that thyſelf feeleſt 
its greateſt torment. 

Revenge gnawech the heart of him 
who is infected with it; while he againſt 
whom it is intended remaineth eaſy. 

It is unjuſt in the anguiſh it inflicts; 
therefore nature intended it not for thee: 
needeth he who is injuried more pain? 
or ought he to add force to the afffiètion 
which another hath caſt upon him? 


The 
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The man who meditateth revenge is 
not content with th: miſchief he hath 


\& received: he addeth to his anguiſh the 
ir paniſament due unto another; whi:e he 
n. whom he ſccketh to hurt, goeth his way 
be laughing: he maketh himſelt merry at 
ile this addition to his miſery. 


Revenge is painful in the intent; and 
tis dangerous in the execution: ſeldom 
Goth the ax fall where he who Iiꝗted it 
up intended; and lo ! he remembereth 
not that it muſt recoil againſt him. 

Whilſt the revengetul iceketh his ene- 
my's hurt, he oftentimes procureth his 


one of the eyes of his adverſary, lo! he 
putteth out both his own, 

It he attain not his end, he lament- 
eth it; if ke ſucceed, he repenteth of 
it. The fear of juſtice taketh away the 


s; peace of his own foul; the care to 
re: hide him from it deſtroyeth that of liis 


friend. 


Can 


own deſtruction: while he aimeth at 
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Can the death ct thine adverſary fi- 
tiate t! ty hatred ? can tle letting & hun at 
ten fe ẽ̃ thy peace ? 

Vſouldit thou mac him ſorry for his 
oltence, conquer ttt ν˖ẽÜꝓare him: in 
death he ovyneth not tay jupericnity; 

6 Ich he more 2 power of thy 
„ i. 

In revenge there ſoul be a triumph 
of ine avenger; and he wh hath in- 
jured hin ihould teel us di blesſure; 
he thould ſuifer pain irom it, aud tho 

repent him ct thc cauie. 

Tits is me revenge 1afairtd fro 
ager z bu that which make thee 

| WC stunt. 


| zer for an injury arifſ{th only 
from.cowaraicey, be who „We 1! 
fearcia that te enctia may he, and 

vei IG, 2 himlelf 

Duan endeth the guarrel; but it re- 
Horcta NODULE reputation: Kill ny Is an 
adt et caution, noc oc cobrage; 2115 late, 
bu: it is net honourable. 
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There is nothing ſo eaſy as to re- 
venge an offence; but nothing is ſo 
honorable as to pardon it. 

The greatelt victory man can ob ain 
is over himlelf: he that diſddaineth te 


fel an injury retorteth it upon him who . 


offererh it. 

When thou meditateſt revenge, thou 
contelleſt that thou ſecleſt the wrong: 
when thou complainett, thou acknow- 
ledgeſt thyſelf hurt by it; meaneſt thou 
to add this tr jumph to the pride of thine 
enemy ? 

That cannot be an injury which is 
not ſelt: how then can he wao de- 
lpileth it revenge it? 

If thou think ut diſhonourable to hear: 
an otfence, more is in thy power; thou 
mayeſt c. nquer it. 

Good offices will make a man aſham- 
ed to be thine enemy, Greatnets of 
ul will territy him trom the _—_— 
ct hurting thec. 

The greater the wrong, the more 
glory is in pardoning it and by how 
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much more juſtifiable would be revenge, 


by ſo much the more honour is in ele: | 


mency. 

Haſt thou a right to be a judge in 
thine own cauſe; to be a party in the 
act, and yet to. pronounce {ſentence on 
it? Before thou condemneſt, let another 
fay it is wit. 

The revengeful is feared, and there. 
fore h is hated : but he that is endowed 
wh clemency is adored. The praiſe 
of his actions remaineth for ever; and 
the love of the world attendeth him. 


—— 

CHAP. IV. 
CRUELTY, HATRED, AND ENVY, 
EVENGE is deteſtable : what 
then is cruelty ? io! it poſſeſſeth 
the miſchiefs of the other, but it wanteth 


even the pretence of its provocations. 
Men diſow it as not of their na- 


ture: they are aſhamed of it as a ſtran- 


2 ger 
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to their hearts. Do they not call 
it Inhumanity ? 

Whence then is her origin? unto 
what that is human oweth fhe her ex- 
iſtence? Her father is Fear, and behold, 
Diſmay, is 1t not her mother ? 

The hero lifteth his ſword againſt the 
enemy that reſiſteth; but no ſooner doth 
he ſubmit than he is ſatisfied. 

It is not in honour to trample on the 
object that feareth ; it is not in virtue to 
inſult what is beneath it: ſubdue the 
inſolent and ſpare the humble, aud thou 
art at the height of victory. 

He who wanteth virtue to arrive at 
this end; he who hath not courage to 
aſcend thus into it; lo! he ſupplicth 
the place of conqueſt by murder, of ſo. 
vereignty by ſlaughter. 

He who feareth all, ſtriketh at all: 
why are tyrants cruel, bat becauſe they 
live in terror? 

The cur will tear the carcaſe, though 
he dare not look it in the face while 
lying : but the hound that tunteth it 

M 2 to 
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to the death, mangleth it not after, 
wards. 5 | 

Civil wars are the moſt bloody, be. 
cauſe thoſe who fight themare cowards, 
Conſpirators are murderers, becauſe in 
death there is ſilence : Is it not fear that 
telleth them they may be betrayed ? 

That thou mayeſt not be cruel, ſet 
thyſelf too high ihe hatred : that thou 
mayeſt not be inhuman, place thyſelf 
above the reach of envy. 

Every man may be viewed in two 
lights: in one he will be troubleſome, 
in the other leſs offenſive : chufe to ſee 
him in that in which he leaſt hurteth 
thee ; then ſhalt thou not do hurt unto 
hun. | 

What is there that a man may not 
turn unto his good? In that which oſ- 
fendeth us molt, there is more ground 
for complaint than hatred. Man 
would be reconciled to him of whom 
he complaineth : what murdereth ke 
but what he hateth ?. 1 

| 
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If thou art prevented of a benefit, fly 
not into rage: the Joſs of thy reaſon is 
the want of a greater, 

Becauſe thou art robbed of thy cloak, 
would{t thou ſtrip thyſelf of thy coat 
alſo ? 


When thou envieſt the man who po 
ſeſſeth honours ; when his titles and his 
greatneſs raiſe thy indignation ; ſeek to 
know whence they came unto him; en- 
quire by what means he was poſleſſed of 
them ; and thine envy will be turned 
into pity. « 

It the ſame fortune were offered unto . 
thee at the ſame price, be aſſured, if 
thou wert wiſe, thou wovldeſt refuſe it. 

What is the pay for titles but flat- 
tery : how doth man purchaſe power 
but by being a ſlave to him who giveth 
it? 

Wouldiſt thou loſe thine own liberty 
to be able to take away that of ano- 
ther? or canſt thou envy him who 
doth ſo? 

M43 Man 
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Man purchaſeth nothing of his ſupe- 
riors but tor a price; and that price, is 
it not more than the value? wouldſt 
thou pervert the cuſtoms of the world? 
would thou have the purchaſe and the 
price alfo ? 

As thou canſt not envy what thou 
would({t not accept, diſdain this cauſe of 
hatred, and drive from thy ſoul this oc. 
caſion of the parent of cruelty. 

It thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou 
envy that which is obtained at the ex- 
pence of it? If thou knoweſt the value 
of virtue, pitieſt thou not thoſe who 
have b.rtered it fo meanly ? | 
 Whrn thou haſt taught thyſelf to bear 
the ſeeming good of men without re- 
pining, thou wilt hear of their real hap- 
pineſs with pleaſure. 

If thou ſeeſt good things fall to one 
who deſerveth them, thou wilt rejoice in 
it: for virtue is happy in the proſperity 
of the virtuous. 

He who rejoiceth in the happineſs of 
another, increaſeth by it his own. 

; CHAP, 
5 
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CHAP. v. 
* 


HEAVINESS OF HEART. 


[HE foul of the chearful forceth a 
ſmile upon the face of affliction ; 
but the deſpondence of the ſad dead- 
eneth even the brightneſs of joy. | 
What is the ſource of ſadneſs but a 
feebleneſs of the ſoul ? < hat giveth it 
power but the want of ſpirit ? Rouſe 
thyſelf to the @ombat, and ſhe quitteth 
the field before thou ſtrikeſt. 

She is an enemy to thy race; there- 
fore drive her trom thy heart: ſhe poi- 
ſoneth the ſweets of thy lite, therefore 
luffer her not to enter thy dwelling. 

She raiſeth the loſs of a ſtraw to the 
deſtruction of thy fortune; while ſhe 
vexeth thy ſoul about trifles, ſhe robbeth 
thee of thine attention to the things of 
conſequence z behold, ſhe but prophe- 
heth what ſhe ſeemeth to relate unto 


thee, 
M 4 She 
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She ſpreadeth dron ſineſs as a veil 
overthy virtues : ſhe hideth them from 
thole who wv ould honour thee on be- 
holding them; ſhe entangleth and 
keepeth them down, while ſhe maketh 
it moſt neceſlary tor thee to exert them, 

Lo! the oppreſſetli thee with evil; 
and ſhe tieth down thine hands, when 
they would throw the load from off 
thee, 

If thou wouldſt avoid what is bale; 
if thou wouldſt diſdain what is cow- 
ardly ; if thou wouldft drive from thy 
heart what is unjult, ſuffer not ſaduels 
to lay hold upon it. 

Suffer it not to cover itielf with the 
fece of piety : let it not deceive thee 
with a ſhew of wiſdom. Religion pay- 
eth honour to thy Maker: let it not be 
clouded with melancholy : wiſdom ma- 
keth thee happy; know then that ſor- 
row in her ſight is as a ſtranger, 

For what ſhould man be ſorrov ful, 
but for afflict ions? why ſhould his heart 
give up joy, when the cautes of it are 

not 
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not removed from bim? is not this 
being miſcrable for the ſake of miſery ? 

As the mourner who looketh ſad be- 
caute he is h:red to do fo ; who weepeth 
becauſe his tears are paid for; ſuch is 
the man who ſuffer-th his heart to be 

ſod, not decauſe he ſuffereth aught, but 
3 he 1s gloomy. 

It is not the occaſion that produceth 
the ſorrow ; for, behold, the tame thing 
ſail be to another rejoicing. 

Aſk men if their ſadneſs maketh 
things the better; and themſelves will 
confeſs to thee that it is folly ; nay, 
they will praiſe him who beareth his jils 
wv ith j atience, who maketh head againſt 
misfortune with courage: applauſe 
ſhall be followed by imagination. 

Sadneſs is againſt nature, for it trou- 
bleth her motions: lo! it rendereth 
diſtaſteful whatſoever ſhe hath made 
amiable, 

As the oak falleth before the nag 
and raiſeth not its head again; ſo bow- 
eth the heart of man to the torce of 

ladneſs, 
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ſadneſs, and returneth unto its ſtrength 
no more, 

As the ſnow melteth upon the moun. 
tains ſrom the rain that trickleth down 
their ſides, even ſo is beauty waſhed 
from off the cheeks by tears : and nei- 
ther the one nor tne other reſtoreth it- 
lelf again for ever. 

As the pearl is diffolve:! by the vi- 
negar, which ſeemeth at firſt only to 
obicure its ſui face; ſo is thy happinels, 
O man! twallowed. up by heavineſs of 
heart, though at firſt it teemeth only to 
cover it with its ſhadow. 

Benold ſadneſs in the public ſtreets : 
calt thine eyes upon her in the places of 
reſort: doth any look upon her? avoid- 
eth ihe not every one? and doth not 
every one flee from her preſence ? 

See how ſhe droopeth her head, like 
the flower » hoſe root is cut aſunder: 
ſee how the fixeth her eyes upon earth : 
ſee how they ſerve her to no purpoſe but 

or wceping. 


Is 
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Ts there in her mouth diſcourſe? is 
there in her heart the love of ſociety ? 
is there in her ſoul reaſon ? Aſk her 
the cauſe, and ſhe knoweth it not; in- 
quire the occaſion, and behold there is 
none. 

Yet doth her ſtrength fail her: lo! 
at length ſhe ſinketh into the grave; 
and no one {ayeth, what is become of 


her ? 


Haſt thou underſtanding, and ſeeſt 
thou not this? haſt thou piety, and 
perceiveſt thou not thine error ? 

God created thee in mercy : had he 
not intended thee to be happy, his be- 
neficence would not have called thee 
into exiſtence : how dareſt thou than 
to fly in the face of his majeſty ? 

While thou art moſt happy with in- 
nocence, thou doeſt him moſt honour z 
and what is thy diſcontent but mur- 
muring againſt him ? 

Created he not all things liable to 
change? and dareſt thou tv weep at 
their changing ? 1 
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If we know the law of nature, where. 
fore do we complain of it? it we are 
ignorant of it, what ſhould we accuſe 
but our blindneſs to what every mo- 
ment giveth us proof of ? 

Know that 'tis not thou that art to 
give laws to the world: thy part is to 
ſubmit to them as thou findeſt them: 
if they diſtre(s thee, thy lamenting it 
but addeth to thy torment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences, 
nor ſuppoſe that ſorrow healeth miſ- 
fortune : it is a poiſon under the colour 
of a remedy : while it pretendeth to 
draw the arrow from thy breaſt, M! it 
plungeth it into thine heart. 

While ſadneſs ſeparateth thee from 
thy triends, doth it not fay thou art 
unfit fur converſation ? while it driveth 
thee into corners, doth it not proclaim 
that it is aſhamed of itſelf ? 

It is not in thy nature to meet the 
arrows of ill fortune unhurt : nor doth 
reaſon require it of thee: it is thy duty 
to bear misfortune like a man ; but 
thou mult firit alſo feel it like one. 
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| Tears may drop from thine eyes, 
W though virtue falleth not from thine 
heart : be thou careful only that there 
is cauſe, and that they flow not too 
abundantly. | 

The greatneſs of the evil is not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 
ſhed for it; the greateſt gi irfs are above 
theſe teſtimonies; as the greateſt joys 
are beyond utterance. 

What is there that weakencth the 
ſoul like grief? what deprelleth it like 
ſadneſs? 

Is the ſorrowful prepared for noble 
enterprizes ? or armeth he humlcit in the 
cauſe of virtue ? 

Subject not thyſelf to ills, where there 
are in return no advantages; neither 
ſacrifice thou the means ot good una 
that which is in itſelt an evil. 


BOOK 
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BOOK VI. 


Of the Advantages Man may acquire over hi; 
Fell;wv Creatures. 


CHAP, 


NCBILITY AND HONOUR, 


F T OBILITY refideth not but in 
the ſoul; nor is there true ho- 
nour except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be bought 
by vice; rank and title may be pur- 
chaſed tor money: but theſe are not 
true honours, 

Crimes cannot exalt a man to real 
glory; neither can gold make men 
noble, 

When titles are the reward of virtue; 
when he is ſet on high who hath ſerved 
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kis country; he who beſtoweth the ho- 
nours hath glory, like as he who re- 
ceiveth them; and the world is bene- 
fited thereby. 

Wouldſt thou with to be raiſed, and 
men know not for what ? or wouldft 
thou that they ſhould ſay, why is this ? 
When the virtues of the hero deſcend 
to his children, his titles accompany 
them, well: but when he who poſſelleth 
them is unlike to him who deſcrved 
them; lo! do they not call hun de- 
generate? 1 h 

Hereditary honour is aceounted the 
moſt noble; but reaſon ſpraketh in the 
cauſe of him who hath acquired it. 

He who, meritleſs himtelf, appealeth 
to the actions ot his anceitors tur hs 
greatneſs, is like the thief who clanneth 
protection by flying to the pago. 

What good is it to the blind that his 
parents could fee ? what benefit is it to 
the dumb that his grand-tather was elo- 
quent? cven fo, what is it to the mean 
that their predeceſiors were nuvle 7 

A mind 


184 ECONOMY OF 


A mind diſpoſed to virtue maketh 
great the poſſeſſor of it: and without 
titles it will raiſe him above the vulgar. 

He will acquire honour while others 
receive it: and will he not ſay unto 
them, ſuch were the men whom thou 
glorielt in being derived from ? 


As the ſhadow waiteth on the ſub. 
ſtance, even to true honour attendeth 
upon virtue. 

Say not that honour 1s the child of 
boldneſs, nor believe thou that the ha- 
zard of life alone can pay the price of 
it: it is not to the action that it is due, 
but to the manner ot pertorining it. 

All are not culled to the guiding the 
helm of ſtate; neither are armies to be 
commande i by every one: do we. in 
that which is committed to thy charge, 
and pra: ſe tha!l remain upon thee. 

Say not that difficulties are neceſſary 
to be conquered; or that labour and 
danger mutt be in the way to renown z 
the woman wo is chaite, is the not 

piailed ? 
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praiſed ? the man who is honeſt, de” 
ierveth he not to be honoured ? 

The thirſt of fame is violent; the 
deſire of honour is powerful; and he 
who gave them to us gave them for 
great purpoſes. 

When deſperate actions are neceſſary 
tothe public ; when our lives are to be 
expoſed tor the good of our country, 
what can add force to virtue but am- 
bition ? | 

It is not the receiving honour that 
delighteth the noble mind; its pride is 
the deſerving it. 

Is it not better men fhould ſay, why 
hath not this man a ſtatue? than that 
they ſnould aſk, why he hath one? 

The ambitious will always be firſt in 
the crowd; he preſſeth forward, he look - 
eth not behind him: more anguiſh is it 
to his ſoul to fee one before him, than 
joy to leave thoutands at a diſt ance. 

The root of ambition. js in every 
man, but it r'{{th not in all; fear keep- 


N cih 
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eth it down in ſome ; in many it is fup- 
Preſfed by modeſty. 

It is the inner garment of the ſoul : 
the firſt thing put on by it with the fleſli,, 
and the laſt it layeth down at its ſepa- 
ration from it. 

It is an honour to thy nature when 
worthily einployed: when thou direc- 
teſt it to wrong purpoles, it ſhamct!; 
and deſtroyeth thee. 

In the breaſt of the traitor ambition 
is covered: hypocrily kideth his face 
under her mantle, and cool diſſimulation 
ſurniſheth her with ſmooth words : but 
in the end men ſhall ſce what ſhe is 

The ſerpent loſetli not his ſting, tho? 
benumbed with the freſt; the tooih of 
the viper is not broken, though the cold 

cloſeth his mouth: take pity on his 
ſtate, and he will ſhew thee lus ſpirit: 
warm him in thy buſom, and he will 
requite thee with death. : 

e that is truly virtuous, lovetb vir- 
tue tor herſelt; he diſdajneth the ap- 
plauſc wich ambition aimeth after. 
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How pitiable were the ſtate of virtue, 
if ihe could not be happy but from 
anocher's praile! ſhe is 160 noble to 
leek recompenſe, and no more wills 
man can be rewarded, 

The higher the fun ariſeth, the leſs 
iow duth he make; even to the 
g;cater is the virtue, the leis doth it 
covet praiſe : yet cannot it avoid its re- 
ward in honours. 

Glory, like a ſhadow, fliech him who 
purtucth it; but it followetn at the 
ucels of him who would fiy from it: if 
thou courtelt it without merit, thou ſhalt 
pever attain unto it: it thou Lelervett 
it, though thou hideit toylelt, it will 
never forſake thee. 

Purlus that which is henou- ahle, do 
that which :s right; and tte applauſe 
of thine own conicience will bc more. 
joy to thee than the thouts of millions 
Ro know not that thou deſerveſt them. 


N 2 CHAP, 


* 


223 ECONOMY OF 


CHAP, II. 
SCIENCE AND LEARNING, 


HE nobleſt employment of the 
mind of man is the ſtudy of the 
works of his Cr-ator. 

To him whom the ſcience of nature 
delighteth, every object bringeth aproof 
of his God: and every thing that proy- 
eth this, g.veth cauſe of adoration. 

H.s ming u is lifted up to heaven every 
moment: his life is one continual act 
ot devotion. 

Caſteth he his eye towards the clouds, 
fin ſeth he not the heavens full ot won- 


ders? looketh he down to the earth, 


doth not the worm proc'aim to him,— 

Could leſs than omnipotence have form- 
ed me? : 

While the planets perform their cour- 
| ſes; while the ſun reinaineth in his placeg 
while the comet wandereth through the 
liquid air, and returneth to its diitined 
road again; who but thy God, O man 


could have formed them? WHA but in- 
finite 
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finite wiſdom could have appointed 
them their laws ? 

Behold how awful their ſplendour ! 
yet do they not diminiſh: lo! how ra- 
pid their motion! yet one runneth net 
in the way of another. 

Look down upon the earth, and ſee 
her produce; examine her bowels, and 
behold what they contain : hath not 
wiſdom and power ordained the whole? 

Who biddeth the graſs to ſpring up? 
who watereth it at its due ſeaſon ? Be- 
hold the ox croppeth it: the horſe and 
the ſheep, feed they not upon it ? who 
is he that provideth it for them? 

Who giveth: increaſe to the corn 
which thou ſoweſt ? and returneth it to 

thee'a thouſand fold ? 

Who cipeneth for thee the olive in ts 
time? and the grape alſo, tkough thou 
knoweſt not the cauſe of it? 2 

Can the meaneſt fly create itſelf or 
could(t thou, being aught leſs than d,. 
———couldſt thou have faſhioned it 

The beaſts feel that they exiſt j but 
they wonder not at it; they rejoice in 

N 3 their 
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their life, but they know not that it 
thall end : each pertormeth its courle in 
fucceſſion ; nor is there a loſs of one 
fpecies in a thouſand generations. 
Thou who ſeeſt the whole as admi- 
rable as its parts; cantt thou better 
employ thine eye than in tracing out thy 
Creator's greatneſs in them; thy mind 
than in examining their wonders ? 
Power and mercy are diſpiayed in 
their formation: juſtice and goodne!s 
thine forth in the proviſion that is made 


for them: all are happy in their ſeveral 


ways; nor envieth one the other. 

What is the ſtudy of words compared 
with this? wherein is knowledge, but 
in the ſtudy of nature? 

When thou haſt adored the C,bric, 
inquire into its uſe : for know the carth 
produceth nothing but may be of g od 
to thee : are not food and raiment, and 
the remedies for thy diſcaſes, all derived 
from the earth alone? 

Who is wiſe then but he that knoweth 


it? who hath underſtanding but he that 
| con- 
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contemplateth it? for the reſt, whatever 
ſcience hath moſt utility; whatever 
knowledge hath leaſt vanity; prefer 
theſe unto the others; and profit of 
them for the ſake of thy neighbour ! 

To live and to die; to command and 
to obey ; to do and to ſuffer ; are not 
theſe all that thou haſt further to care 
about? morality ſhall teach thee theſe: 
the economy of life thall lay them before 
thee. 

Behold they are written in thine heart, 
and thou needeſt only to be reminded 
of them; they are eaſy of conception; 
be attentive, and thou ſhalt retain them. 

All other ſciences are vain ; all other 
knowledge is boaſt : lo! it is not ne- 
ceſſary or beneficial to man, nor doth it 
make him more good or more honeit. 

Piety to thy God, and benevolence to 
thy fellow -creatuves, are they not thy 
great duties ? what ſhall teach thee the 
one, or what (hall inform thee of the 
other, like unto the ſtudy of his works? 


N 4 BOOK 
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BOOK v. fle 
OF NATURAL ACCIDENTS, as 
vi 
ar 
CHAP. I. ry 
| PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY. th 
ET not proſperity elate thine heart pi 
above mealure ; neither let thy ou 
ſout be depreſſed unto the grave, be- 
cauſe fortune beareth hard againſt thee, it 
Her ſmiles are not ſtable, therefore w 
| build not thy confidence upon them ; hi 
| her frowns endure not for ever, there- ea 
fore let hope teach thee patience. 
(} To bear adverkty well is difficult: cu 
daut to be temperate in prolperity is the ef 
height of wiſdom. 
ro0d and ill are the teſts by which de 
thou art to know thy conſtancy; nor is he 


there aught elſe that can tell thee the 
powers 


—— 
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wers of thine own ſoul : be therefore 

watchful when theſe are upon thee. 

Behoid proſperity, how ſweetly ſhe 
fa'tereth thee ; how inſenſibly ſhe rob- 
beth thee of thy ſtrength and thy vigour? 

Though thou hait been conſtant in 
ill fortune; though thou haſt been in- 
vincible in diſtreſs; yet by her thou 
art conquered : not knowing that thy 
ſtrength returneth not again, and yet 
that thou again mayeſt need it. 

Affliction moveth our enemies to 
pity; ſucceſs and happineſs cauſe even 
our friends to envy. 

Adverſity is the ſeed of well-doing! 
it is the nurſe of heroiſm aud boldneſs :; 
who that hath enough will endanger 
himſelf to have more? who that is at 
eaſe will ſet his life on the hazard ? 

True vi tue will act under al! cir- 
cumſtances : but men ſee moſt of its 
effects when accidents concur. 

In adverſity man feeth himſelf aban- 
doned by others ; he findeth that all his 
hopes are centered within himlelt : he 
rouſeth 
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rouſeth his ſoul ; he encountereth his 
difficulties, and they yield before him, 

In proſperity he fancieth himſelt ſafe ; 
he thinketh he is beloved of all that ſmile 
about his table: he grovrth carelcts 
and remils : he ſeeth not the danger that 
is betore him: he truſteth to others, 
and in the end they deceive him. 

Every man can adviſe his own foul 
in diſtrets ; but proſperity blindeth the 
truth. 

Better is the ſorrow that leadeth to 
contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diltrels, and” 
afterwards plungeth him into it. 

Our paſſions diate to us, in all our 
extremes; moderation is the effect of 
wiſdom. 

Be upright in thy whole lite ; be con- 
tent in all its changes; fo ſhalt thou 
make thy profit out of all occurrences 
fo ſhall every thing that happencth unto 
. thee be the ſource of praile. 

The wiſe maketh every thing the 
means of advantage; and with the ſame 

coun- 


countenance beholdeth he all the faces 
of tortune : he governeth the good, he 
conquereth the evil ; he is unmoved in 
all 

Preſume not in proſperity, neither 
deſpar im adverſity : court not dangers, 
nor meanly tly trom before them : dare 
to deſpiſe whatever will not remain with 
Lice, 

Let not adverſity tear off the wings 
of hope ; neither let proſperity obſcure 
the light of prudence, 

He who deſpaireth of the end, fhall 
never attain unto it: and he who ſeetk 
not the pit, ſhall periſh therein. 

He who calleth proſperity his good, 
who hath ſaid unto her, with thee will J 
eſtablih my happineſs : lo! he anchor- 
eth his veſſel in a bed of (and, u hich 
the return of the tide waſheth a way. 

As the water that paſſetn from the 
mountains Kiſſeth, in its way to the 
occean, every field that bordereth the ri- 
vers; as it tarrieth not in any place 
even ſo fortune viliteth the ſons "_ ; 
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her motion is inceſſant, ſhe will not 
ſtay ; ſhe is unſtable as the winds, how 
then wilt thou hold her? when ſhe kiſſ- 
eth thee thou art bleſſed, but behold, as 
thou turneſt to thank her, ſhe is gone 
unto another. 


CHAP, 11. 
PAIN AND SICKNESS, 
* ſickneſs of the body affecteth 


even the ſoul: the one cannot be 
in health without the other. 

Pain is of all ills that which is moſt 
felt: and it is that which from nature 
hath the feweſt remedies. 

When thy conſtancy faileth thee, call 
in thy reaſon : when thy patience quit- 
teth thee, call in thy hope. | 

To ſuffer is a neceſſity entailed upon 
thy nature; wouldit thou that miracles 
ſhould protect thee from it? or ſhalt 
thou repine becauſe it happeneth unto 
thee, wins lo! it happoneth unto all ? 

It 
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It is injuſtice to expect exemption 
from that thou wert born unto : ſubmit 
with modeſty to the laws of thy con- 
dition. | 

Would thou ſay to the ſeaſons, paſs 
not on, ieſt I grow old? is it not better 
to ſutfer with an equal mind that which 
thou canſt not avoid? 

Pain that endureth long is moderate; 
biuſa therefore to complain of it? that 
Which is violent is ſhort ; behold thou 
ſeeit the end of it, 

Ti:y body was created to be ſubſer- 
vient to the ſoul : while thou afflicteſt 
the foul tor pain, behold thou ſetteſt the 
bo iy above it, 

As the wife afflict th not hiniſelf be- 
cauſe a thurn teareth nis garment ; ſo 
the patient grieveth not his tou! becauſe 
that which covercth ifs injured, 
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CHAP, III. 


. 


S the production of the metal prov- 
A eth the work of the alchemiſt; o 
is death the teſt of our lives, the aſla 
which ſheweth the ſtandard of all our 
actions. 


mine the period of it: the end crow neth 
the attempt z and where diſſimulation is 
no more, there truth appeareth. 

He hath not ſpent his life ill, who 
knoweth to die well; neither can he 
have loſt all his time, who employeth 
the lait portion of it to his honour. 

He was not born in vain who dieth 
as he ought : neither hath he lived un- 
profitably who dieth happily. 

He that conſidereth he is 40 die, is 
content while he liveth ; he who ſtriveth 
to forget it, hath no pleaſure in any 
thing: his joy appeareth to him a jewel 


Wouldft thou judge of a life, exa- 


— 
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which he expecteth every moment he 
mall joſe. 

Would ſt thou lcarn te die nobly, let 
. vices die betore thee. Happy is he 
who endeth the buſineſs of his lite be- 
tore his death; who, when the hour 
cometh, hath nothing to do but to die; 
Wo u ilneth not dela iy, becauſe he hath 
no lot. ger uſe for ume. 

Avoid not death, for it is a weakneſs ; ; 
tear it not, for thou under ſtandeſt not 
what it is; all that thou certainly Know- 
eſt is this, that ĩt putteth an end to thy 
{orrows. 

Think not the longeſt life the hap- 
pieſt! that which is belt « eniployed doth 
man the moſt honour ; lumicit thal. re- 
Joice atter death in the advantages of it, 


This is the complete Economy OF 
Human LIFE. 
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